1 











THE WASHINGTON 


THEOLOGICAL REPERTORY. 





> - 


eee 


Let us bold fast the profession of our faith withoat wavering. Heb. 2. 28. 
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THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


The following Pastoral Address was not 
received in season for insertion in the 
Number tor January. But, as it may 


stil! aid the pious in the peiformance of) 


the good resolutions which they may have 
formed at this interesting season of the 
year, and may recal some of the more 
thoughtless to considerations no less true, 
er serious now, than at that time, we 
have coneluded to present it to our 
peacers. | 


Jan. 1, 1821. 


My Dear Friends,—-Permit me, 
your friend and Pastor, to offer you 
the customary salutations of the sea- 
son, and wishing you a happy new- 
year, assure you of my unfeigned 
good wishes for your temporal and 
eternal welfare. > 
these sentiments, will you indulge me 
in a privilege of my office, while I 
further evince my sincere concern 
and care for your happiness, by en- 
deavouring to improve,.in your be- 
half, a season so auspicious as the 
present, to the voice of instruction 
and admonition. 

Another year, a large division o! 
the fleeting age allotted us here be- 
low, has for ever passed away. It 
already mingles in the darkness and 
confusion of the past. and rolls along 
in gloomy silence, down to the ocean 
of eternity. Thus, from our three 
score years and ten, another unit 3s 
irrecoverably withdrawn, advancing 
us to another of those conspicuous 
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points of time which, like the mile- 
stone of a high way, inform the trav- 
eller how far he has progressed, and 
that his journey is fast drawing to a 
close. How loudly does this solemn 
lapse of time preach to the wise and 
thoughtful mind? How startling the 
lesson it utters in the ear of folly, 
avarice, and ambition, proclaiming 
aloud, that life is a bubble, a melting 
vapour, a fleeting vision, and that he 
who builds on such a base, * con- 
demns his joys to death.” 

But it is more especially, when re- 
garded as the momentous period of 
human probation, that the winged 
moments wear an importance as they 
fly, which claims our most serious 
thought aud consideration, rendering 
it— 

“* Greatly wise to talk with our past hours, 

Aud ask them what report they bore to 
heaven, 

And how they might have borne more wel- 
come news,’’ 

Where now, are all the splendid 
schemes, the flattering hopes, the 
delicious joys and pleasures of the 
departed year ; and, where its anxi- 
ous cares, its sad disappointments, its 
gloomy fears, its pains, perplexities, 
and labours! They have, probably, 
all been swallowed up, and buried 
beneath the overwhelming tide of 
time. You may have added some- 
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tation, or your health ; but the year) 
gave birth to nothing permanent.tono- 
thing comparatively worth a thought, | 
but your virtues or your crimes. | 
These only remain, of ‘all your an-| 
nual story, to tell that you have lived; 
the rest, straw-like tritles, have been 
carried down the flood, soon to be, 
forgotten, or remembered only with 
sorrow or contempt. 

What then has been your life dur- 
ing the past year? A’ probationer|/y 
for eternity, what improvement have 
you made in grace and wisdom, in 
those qualitic ations necessary as a 
provision for death, and a prepara- 
tion for heaven’ You have been 
richly blessed with the means of 
grace, and the opportunities of salva- 
tion. The volume of inspiration, 
with all its celestial treasures, has 
been open to your investigation. 
There, God your Maker, has pro- 
vided you with ample tustric tion In 
the way of salvation, warning, per- 
ae, and assisting you to pursue 

- has addressed you in the awful 
ee of the law—and, in the 
melting accents of the gospel; now, 
displaying to you the desperate sin- 
fulness and depravity of your heart, 
then directing you to the cross of 


Jesus, as furnishing a healing balm | 


for all your wounes, a reviving cor- 
dial for all your fears. ‘To enforce 
and enliven these solemn appeals, 
the ministers of God have laboured 
in the temple, and from house to 
house, beseeching you with tears, to 
attend to the things belonging to your 
peace, night and day praying exceed- 
inzly, that you might be saved, and 
be numbered with God's people in 
glory everlasting. ‘To pastoral la- 
bours and intercessions, have been 
added the good examples, and fond 
eutreaties of your dear friends and 
relatives, who, afilicted at your infat- 
uation, have, in order to atlect you, 
been more circumspect in their lives, 
more tender in their persuasions, 
whilst in secret, they have wrestled 
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i placing themselves in the gap, to turn 
away his wrath, and as ert your fatal 
hour. In aid of these methods and 
motives to your repentance, your 
career has been ce heque red by the 


| monitory Visitations of Provide ence, 


Your sky may have been cloud- 
less and serene, shedding a benign and 
auspicious influence on your career ; 
again, perhaps, it bas been obscured 
by storms and tempesis, covering 

your path with gloom and melane holy. 

Blessings are designed to woo our 
stubborn hearts, and win them over 
to the love and service of the Lord. 
Have they had this blessed operation 


‘on our minds ? Afilictions trom above 


are also angels sent on embassies of 
love. Have they tended to convince 
us of sin, the fertile source of all our 
woe! Have they rebuked our vices, 
reproved our follies, and corrected 
our fond reliance on this deceitful 
world, so that we have been driven 
from those false refuges which we 
had trusted, to the strong tower of 








religion, where true peace and ever- 
lasting protection alone can be found. 
It such has been your S08 gece 
you have found in the gospel, rich 
and gracious provisrons tor all your 
ants. ou have found peace with 
God, a joy unspeakable and full of 
glory ; ahope that maketh not asham- 
ed, beaming with immortality. It is 
now your supreme concern, * to 
make your calling and election sure.’ 
You are * working out your salva- 
tion with fear and trembling, denying 
yourself of all ungodliness and world- 
ly lusts, and living soberly, righteous- 
ly, and godly, in this present world, 
letting your light so shine before men, 
that they, seeing your good works, 
may glorify God.’ If you may but 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ, and rise in the favour 
and enjoyment of God, you are not 
_ concerned about other inter- 
sts, knowing that Christ is a better 
catia than ten thousand worlds. 
Secure of the divine favour, and 








with God in prayers for you, thus, 


‘meet tor the inheritance of the saints 
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w8Q. Sketah of the Life of the 
m light,’ you may look without emo- 
tion on the flight of days and years. 
Time, with us, is as the pertod of 
puptlage, of infiney, and weakness. 
In eternity, the soul disenthratled, 
shall expand tnto her own mayesty 
andstreneth. Here, we groan, be- 
ing burdened with this body of death, 
pained by the sins and infirmities of 
our nature : there, mortality shall be 
awillowed up of lite, and all rts guilt 
and suffering exchanged for pertect 
sanctity and everlasting bliss 

With these glorious prospects in 
onr view, shall we not, with the 
dawn of another year, renew our 
diligence to make our calling and | 
election sure, resolving to avail our- 
selves of the rich grace of God, in 
order to loftier attainments in holt- 
ness and happiness, that this vear 
may be memorable in the annals of 
our pilgrimage? And, whilst we 
grow in grace, let our lives exhibit 
the sincerity of our profession. 
With professions of attachment to the 


late Mrs. Mary Hoessetian #94 


ing back, can see but few valuable 
deeds of charity to cheer the barren 
hwaste of their unprofitable lives. QO, 
let your light so shine before men, 
that they may glorty God, rousing 
from the shametol sloth and sensual- 
ity which so much tend to dim the 
lus're, and impair the energies of the 
christian. It you are untrusttel, 
tremble, lest your's should be the 
fate of the barren fiz-tree ; lest God, 
wearted of his toil and labour tor you, 
should cut you down as a cumberer 
of his ground. Ask of God grace to 
quicken and animate you in his woy, 
to kindle in your bosom such an ar- 
dour in his cause, that you shall find 
your cinet joy in labouring to pros 
mote the honour of his name, and 
the interests of his kingdom. ‘Thus, 
shall you lay up for yourself treasare 
in heaven,an incorruptible crown,and 
an inheritance that shall never fade 
away, Where death and sin shall oot 
annoy, Where years and seasons shall 
cease to revolve, whilstan unbounded 


cause of God, have we heretofore |} and eternal spring shall encircle all. 


only viven the Saviour cause to say | 


tous. * What do ve more than others?’ 


Vhes is tree of too many, who, took-! 


That such may be your glorious 
lot, prays 
Your affectionate and Pastor, 








MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT, 


For the Repertoy. 
Sketch of the Life of the late Mrs. Mary Hesselius, 


(Continued from page 183.) 


gThe following papers are given instead of |) 


the Extracts from her Journal, which 
will be coatiaued in our next.] 


No. I. 


This 1s for my grand-daughter, Mary iii, 
nol to be delivered till Jam no mure. 


February 27, 1210. 
The anxious solicitude | have ever 
telt, and still feel, for your happiness, 
my dear Mary Ann, induces me to 
address you in this manner, hoping, 
that if properly regarded, it may be 
useful to you when my tongue can no 





| longer caution or advise you. When 
my mind adverts to the day, (of 
(which this is the sixteenth anniver- 
sary,) and contemplates the sad con- 
sequences arising from it; when I 
reflect on your dear mother’s tender 
embraces, and dying entreaties, that 
‘1 would undertake the care of you, 
jand giving her reasons for desiring it; 
| when these circumstances return to 
)tny mind, I feel an anxious responsi- 
bility which T cannot acquit myself 
of as | would. In infaney 1 have 
guarded your tender years with af- 
} fectionate care ; when sick, my soli- 
jeitude and watchings have been re- 











ery ; 
. paid by returning health ; the joy you 

















i 
' 
; 











196 


gave me when well, was a reward for | 


my daily anxiety ; and, as your years 
increased, the pleasing anticipation | 
had of your mental improvement, 
when mutured by time, added plea- 
sure to the task of education. ‘The 
time has now arrived that presents 
you on the stage of life, when your 
actions are to meet the approbation 
or condemnation of the world; and, 
what is of infinitely more conse- 
quence, the approbation or condem- 
nauon of your God, This is a weighty 
concern indeed ; past cares are swal- 
lowed up in this, and | am trembling- 
ly alive forthe event. If you are so 
happy as to obtain the first, [ shail 
have lived long enough; but. if you 
should be so wretched as to incur the 
last, | shall have lived too long. 

Let me entreat you, my dear child, 
to consider yourself as a candidate 
for an immortal crown, which, should 
you fail to obtain, you will not only 
lose the prize, but incur the penalty 
of the loss of happiness, fer ever. | 


ain po stranger to the sad revolt of 


the human heart from God, the great 
centre of purity and happiness. This, 
my dear, you will also find, when you 
set about the great work of religion. 
And when you teel your heart draw 
back from its sacred duties, remember 
it is a prooi of your depravity ; and 
consider the great mercies of God, in 
Jesus Christ, by whose grace you 
may be renewed, and brought near 
to the fountain of bliss. Acquaint 
thyself with God, and be at peace. 
The blessed spirits that surround 
his throne, delight to pay him hom- 
age. Angels, and archangels praise 
him ; the purified spirits of the just, 
those who once inhabited these frail 
bodies like ourselves, praise him, 
being, through grace, brought to a 
knowledge of him. And you, my 
dear, must strive to be qualified to 
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‘doly Spirit to all those who perse- 
vere in asking it. This spirit with 
lead you tnto all truth. * Seek, and 
ye shall tind.” * If ye, being evil, 
know how to give good gifis to your 
cluldrep, how much more will yeur 
Heavenly Father give bis holy Spirit 
to them that ask it ?”’ 

Read daily, some portion of the 
gospel, and make yourself acquainted 
with the promises of eternal life. 
When you are a happy partaker of 
them through faith, you wall not only 
have the master key to all the iniri- 
cacies Of this life, but the way of 
jduty will be cleared up, by which 
jyou will be made a partaker of a bet- 
iter. The promises thus enjoyed, 
will be your light in darkness, your 
strength in weakness, your comiort 
jin trouble, and your hope in death. 
{Which, that you may possess, is my 
ardent prayer. 

Having given you this advice, 
which is of the highest importance, 
I now wish to cauuon you respecting 
your conduct, in the civele in which 
you move. ‘The love of admiration 
is a vortex which ingulphs many of 
our thoughtless sex. Beware how 
you sufler it to find a place in your 
heart. It originates in pride and va- 
nity, and ends in regret and disap- 
pointment. Nothing defeats its own 
purposes so much: as soon as you 
are found to claim it, either for any 
natural qualification, or acquired ac- 
complishment, you may be sure you 
will be depreciated by your own sex, 
and ridiculed by the other; or, per- 
haps, have you, vanity flattered by 
them at the expense of your honour. 
Should you be so favoured as to at- 
tain to any excellence, be thankful 
for it, enjoy it in humility, and try to 
use it,so as to make you agreeable 














bear a part in the holy choir, if ever | 


you are happy. Your incapacity to 


your neglect oi, because. through 
Christ, we have the promise of the 


or useful to your friends, or others. 
Court the love and esteem of all, es- 
pecially the wise and good, and be 


ire hi {willing to pay the price of deserving 
do this of yourself, wiil not justify | 


it. Cultivate the social virtues in 
your heart, and be ready to render a 
necessary and proper attention to all 
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with whom you may be made ac- 
quainted. lt will not be in your 
power to show a diitusive benevo- 
lence, but you should exercise your 
desire of it, as far as you are able. 
Sinall attentions olten give a favour- 


able cast to the judgment, and pro- |) 


duce, at jength, great efiects. Let 
me also admonish you, my dear girl, 


not to give way to too great a love of | 


what the world calls, pleasure ; it 1s 
closely allied to the afore-mentioned 
indiscretion, namely, the love of ad- 
miration, and ts productive of many 
evils. lL would not have you to be a 
recluse, or to repress the mmnocent 
ardour of your youthtul spirits. No- 
thing that can covtribute to our real 
happiness is prohibited by the laws 
of reason and religion, but only that 
which wears the false garb of happi- 
ness, and would cheat us of the true. 
There are many enjoyments atlorded 
us by our heave nly father, scattered 
through the path of lite,which we m: ay 
safely participate in; they are like 
flowers, that are to pay us for the 
stings Wwe meet with; but we must 
remember, they are but flowers, frail 
and fading, which, if grasped too 
closely, will wither in the enjoyment. 
We must look further for permanent 
bliss. You may safely embark on 
the placid stream of calm content and 
conlurt, you may enjoy the tranquil 
delight of relative and social inter- 
course, but venture not on the wide 
and dangerous ocean of dissipation, 
lest you should be lost amongst the 
numerous dangers attending it. There 


is a monitor placed by the Father of 


our spirits, in every human breast, 
to which | pray you to be attentive ; 
and when it admonishes you, be obe- 
dient to its dictates, and keep up an 
intercourse with your God, by pray- 


er. Always endeavour, my dear} 
child, to keep the place Divine Prov- | 


idence has assigned you. Wanting 
to be something more, or something 
less, than what is appointed for us, 
makes many miserable. Stand 1 
your station, and act consistently, and 


‘you will be esteemed and respected. 
At least you will have the comfort of 
KHOWw INE you deserve to be so. Never 
(think that true greatness consists in 
meches. Flatter or court no one for 
their wealth, nor ever turn your back 
on virtue, in poverty. Be walling te 
allow due merit to all, and speak evib 
lo none. QO, that | could impress 
your mind with a proper observance 
‘of these rules, that | could have a 
good hope that you would pass ve 
this world blameless, and finally, be 
imade a partaker of a better ; but I 
| must commit you to God, and to the 
lof his grace. 

‘+ May the broad hand of the Al- 
mighty cover you.” May you be 
happy when | am no more in this 
world. ‘ May you shine when the 
power stars are quenched,”’ prays 

Your aflectionate Grandmother, 

M. HESSELIUS. 
May 29. 1897. 

Looking over my old papers, f 
came across this, which is anew in- 
jcitement to love and gratitude, to the 
‘Ruler of all events, that | am pre- 
served to see my Mary Ann (for 
whom I have suffered much anxiety,) 
well disposed of in marriage. May 
the Giver of every good gilt continue 
to bless the union, and make both the 
parties happy here, and for ever, 
=~ M. HESSELIUS, 














No. I. 
Some Reflections on the Lord's Prayer. 


Addressed to those who do happily believe, 
and know that they bave anu immortat 
soul, As to those who unhappily do not 
know it, they are as broken branches, se- 
vered from the Father of their spirits, 
aud fit only for the burning—to those, all 
addresses are vain—who, charity hopes, 
are but few. 





— 





‘Our kather who art in heaven.’ 
It is an infinite condescension in the 
great and glorious God, to permit 
/poor sintul dust to call him Father ; 
) yet, through his inestimable merey in 
|Christ Jesus, he bas invited ail that 
‘would become his children, to ap- 
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proach him with that endearing appel- 
lation. Should not every bosom heave. 
with gratitude, and make every exer- 
tion to become what is pleasing in his 
sight, to copy his inimitable perfec- 
tions, of goodness, mercy, and truth ; 
to be humble, gentle, and kind ; that 
we may prove our relation to him by 
our jikeness to him, who ts a God of 
love, mercy, and of all consolation ; 
and hath said, that as a father pitieth | 
his own children, so he pitieth those | 
who love him? Question—Is he a. 
child, who is unkind, rash, impetu- , 
ous, discontented with his allotment 
in the things of time, murmuring | 
against the course of his Providence? 
Hallowed be thy name. One! 
would suppose it would be nataral to 
the heart of man, to honour, rever- 
ence, and hold sacred, the name of so 
glorious a Being, from whom we de- 
rive every present blessing, and) 
every future hope. What can prove | 
the depravity ef men more, than that) 
it is contrary to his desire?) God, | 
moreover, has enjoined by his com- 
mandment, * Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord, thy God, in vain; 
and declares him guilty, ‘ that taketh 
his name in vain.’ Question—Can | 
he be thought a child of God, or with 
any propriety go to him as to a Fath- | 
er, for help in time of trouble or: 
death, who lightly or wantonly vio- | 
hates his laws, or daringly profanes | 
that sacred name, that angels, and all 
good men, delight to adore ? 
‘ Thy kingdom come.’ * The king- | 
dom of God is righteousness and 
° . . } 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost ;’ | 
but evil men, and evil spirits oppose 
this kingdom, to their own loss and , 
condemnation ; but every child of 
God, or every christian, will earnest- | 
ly pray for the advancement of it | 
first in their own hearts, and ultimate- 
ly, that it might prevail through the | 
whole world. Righteousness will | 
exclude all injury from man to oy 
all wrong, and whatever can annoy 
er give disturbance, from a sordid 
selfish spirit. Peace will produce 





love, harmony, and general good 
will ; and joy in the Holy Ghost, will 
crown every individual, and the 
world in general, with that blessed- 
ness, which our good and benevolent 
Creator would have us enjoy here, 
and eternally hereafier in the world 
to come. But, by the influence of 
evil spirits, men make war with God 
himself.  Question—Can he have 
any chum upon God asa Father, or a 
friend, that takes part with devils, 


God, inthe salvation he has wrought 
out for men? 

* Thy will be done on earth as it ts 
in heaven.’ The will of God, we are 
told, is, that * all men should be sav- 
ed, and come to a knowledge of the 
truth.” When so great a salvation is 
otiered to us, poor sinners, by the re- 
deeming power of God, what mad- 
ness can equal that of men who op- 
pose that blessed will, the obedience 
of which would render us the sub- 
jects of his mercy, by purifving our 
hearts from sin, that we may be fit to 
serve him in heaven. Question— 
Can he be thought worthy of that 
salvation, who will not ask or seek 
for it here? 

* Give us this day our daily bread.’ 

As man 1s a compound of spirit 
and matter. soul and body, we are 
instracted to pray for sustenance for 
both. Our eyes should daily look to 
God, our heavenly Father, tor sup- 
plies for both; not lke swine, that 
devour what they root trom the earth, 
but never look up. Our souls, the 
nobler part, must be fed by the grace 
of God daily, or must die eternally : 
of this the scriptures abound with 
proofs. Question—Can he be thought 
worthy of being united to God, the 
Father of spirits, in heaven, when 
he has neglected the bread of life 
here ? 

* Forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.’ 
Could we but see the depravity of 
our impure natures, and total defec- 





tion from all good, we should be 
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and frustrates the good purposes of 





Sip idie Shela 
mde . 
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' 
struck with the deepest horror, and 
astonished at the condescension ot 


Supreme purity and excellens e, tol | 


i 
permit, and much more to encours¢c, 


auch sinful dust to come to bia jor! 
pardon and acceptance, Could we| 
have a right view of our fallen state, 
and of the immaculate holiness of 
God, we should think allwe could do,} 
would be too little to recover his fa- 
your. and be blessed with his love.! 


' 
The body, our mortal part, we should | 


be willing to comaut to the thumes,: 
so that our immortal souls could, by 
any means, be saved inthe day ot hts) 


wrath, agaenst sin. How anxious | 


then should we be, who humbly seek 
redeinption, with gratetul hearts, to! 
accept the mercital condition of pre} 
don, upon the easy terms of forgiving| 
all who have offended us. Should: 
not our hearts glow with love to the; 
best of Beings ? Should not this hea- 
venly flame diifuse itself through all: 
our actions; and reach to all his} 
creatures ? Question—!low can throw 
then ask pardon, or hope to be tor-. 
given, who encourage il! will, or any: 
uncharitable tempers towards their 
fellow men ? 

In this our fallen state, we are pot 
only sintul ourselves, but are expos- 
ed to the influence of evil spirits, 
whichtempt us to transgress the laws; 
of God. .In the time our Lord was on! 
earth, those spirits were miuany in! 
number, and visible to human sicht.| 
And, although they are now greatly, 
subdued by his power, so that they, 
cannot hurt any that put themselves 
under the protection of the Almighty, 
yet. to such as have not that shrek of 
defence, and regard not the Almighty, 
they are still most formidable ene- 
mies, and will certainly work their 
tinal destruction, without sincere re- 
peatance, and turning to God ; which 
we cannot do of ourselves, and can 
have no hope but from tiat mercy 
we have abused. 

How earnestly, then, should we 
pray, that the good God, whose mer- 
cy we have so leng rejected, would 


* 
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sull extend his grace to us, through 
Christ Jesus ; and, for his sake, grant 
us his Lloly Spirit, that we may con- 
/quer our spiritual enemies, and be- 
come holy and beloved of God, and, 
finally, obtain everlasting lite, Ques- 
‘tion—Do they deserve to be kept 
trom temptation, who do not seek 
‘almighty protection ? 

Seeing we are encompassed about 
with so many evils, should we not 
pray to be delivered trom them? 
The corruption of our fallen natare 
breaks out ina thousand ways, when 
inot under the controul ot the blessed 
Spint of God. OF! that God would 
;wive us futh, and a true contrition for 
isin Committed, and a holy tear of of- 
tending btn for the time to come ; fur 
ithis mast be the gitt of God, whose is 
ithe kingdom, and the power, and ta 
iwhom be ascribed all glory, world 
without end, 





No. If. 
Tic Holy Bible. 


This inesitmable book is the gift 
of God tothe whole human family: 
without it, we should be enveloped 
in ten-fold darkness ; ignorant of our 
origin and end; ignorant of the God 
that made us, of the relation we stand 
into hun, and the service required 
of us, to fit us for a state of tutare 
happiness. We might, like the an- 
cient worshippers of Moloch, be of- 
fering our children by tire, or like 
the Hindoo nations of the present 
‘time, making the most costly sacri- 
jfices to the most impure passions. 
‘In this book, as in a map or chart, is 
| delineated, by the finger of eternal 
jwisdom, the high way of holiness, 
lwhich leads to an establishment of 
heternal peace and tranquillity, the 
promised inheritance of the redeem- 
led ofthe Lord. OQ, my soul! vener- 
ate the sacred code, and daily en- 
ideavour to derive from thence, the 
comfort and consolation of the pro- 
linises, and that wisdom which may 
make. me Wise anfo salvation. 
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And thou, Eternal Spirit, who didst 
lead thy people through the wilder- 
ness and the Red Sea, shine upon thy 
own word, and illuminate my mind in 
my researches after thy truth. Leave 
me not to myself in the wilderness of 
this world, of which few steps must 
now remain untrod. I am encour- 
aged by thy past mercies, to trust thy 
great goodness ; through seventy-six 
years it has never fuled me, although 
in many instances, | have been most 
ungrateful. In triais and troubles 
thou has been my consolation. In 
sickness and weakness, my strength 
and support. In suilering, thou bas 
been my peace, and, I trust, in death 
thou wilt be my everlasting life ; 


and, when I arrive at the brink of} 


Jordan, thou wilt convey my willing 
spirit to the heavenly Canaan, where 
faith will be sweetly lost in sight, and 
hope in full fruition, through our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
and amen. O, may | meet my dear 
children there, with their children, 
to the remotest generations, to join 
in praises to God and the Lamb for 
ever. Amen. 


No. IV. 
The Promises of God, for the comfort and 
support of his people. 

‘ Fear not, Abram, | am thy shield, 
and thy exceeding great reward. 

‘Fear not, for | am with thee ; be 
not dismayed, for | am thy God: I 
will strengthen thee ; yea, I will up- 
hold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.’—Gen. xiv. 

‘ The Lord thy God will hold thy 
right hand, saying unto thee, fear not, 
I will help thee, saith the Lord and 
thy Redeemer.’—Isaiah xh. 

* Thou shalt rejoice in the Lord, 
and shalt glory in the Holy One of 
Israel.’—Isaiah xli. 16. 

‘Thus saith the Lord that made 
thee, and formed thee from the womb, 
which will help thee, fear not, for I 
will pour water upon him that is 
thirsty ; I will pour my Spirit upon 
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ithy seed, and my blessing upon thy 
offspring.’ —Isaiah xliv. 2, 3. 

. Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.’— 
| Matt. xxv. 

‘ Fear not, little flock, it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you 
ithe kingdom.’—Luke xu. 

‘ For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.’ 
—lohn in. 16. 

‘ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that heareth my word, and believeth 
Fon him that sent me, hath everlasting 
‘life, and shall not come into condem- 








‘nation ; but is passed from death unte 
‘hife.—John v. 24. : 

‘My sheep hear my voice, and I] 
Know them, and they follow me: and 
i give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall 
any pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand.’—John x. 27, 28. 

‘Tohim that overcometh, will I 
grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne.’ 
—Rev. i. 21. 

These are some of the precious 
promises of the everlasting gospel. 
However lightly they may be esteem- 
ed now, by thoughtless persons, the 
time will soon arrive when they will 
wish to avail themselves of them. It 
is my advice to all I love, and my 
prayer to God for them, that they 


may be wise before it be too late. 
(To be continued.) 





To the Editors of the Theological Repertory. 
Character and Death of . Esq. 

The following concise and authen- 
tic narrative, has cost the writer, Io 
drawing it up, an effort, and excited 
recollections, of the most painful na- 
ture. Some of the circumstances 
which gave an awful interest and in- 
‘tensity to the horror of the original 


(scene, may, at this time, have eluded 
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my memory, and been « consequently, § Jesus Christ, it is respectfully sub- 
omitted in the desc ription. It isi} mitted to your disposal, 

humbly hoped, that uf given to the | Che surviving trieads of the un- 
pu! bhe, im may, without putung the ij h ippy s ibject of these notes, are in 
feelinus of the readers to the anguish) dierent situations, all of thom re- 
e ye-wiiness, leave on the); mote. Should mt everineet licir eye, 


of oan 

minds of some, impres=tons %3 mn } and the hand of the writer be rec og- 

abiding and salutary nature. he linised, he trusts ti We ire too well as- 

writer has ever considered the fa ts} sured of his real scnuimenis in rela- 
- tron to every individual whose feel- 


stated in this communication, as form 
ing a designed providental comme: it.! ings are at all implicated in the nar- 


ofa direct and point: *d nature, on t a rative, to ascribe tus agency in the 
revealed will of God. The judicious i publication of it, to any other than 
christian, while he depreeates ail! the purest motives ; and that the er 
superstiuon, as the seni of ignor ‘pre ssion of dames, and other identify 
ance, nd an il-regulated imagination, |) tng eircutastances, wall defend ci 
tending to impair the sensibility of from the uoputauon of wantonly dis- 
the mind to the impressions of divine #turbing the re pose to which the aw- 
truth, will equally guard against the jf al cat istrophe itself, aud the subse- 
opposite error. To close up the | que nt lapse of time, have now con- 
heart entirely «gamet the admonitions } s signed the memory of the scene. 

and lessons of Providence, appe ars to! AUTOPTES. 


me, to go far towards a practical de- | sien 
nial of the agency of God 1m ‘the al- | The paternal ancestors of the sub- 


fairs of men ; and is no less unp shilo- | ject of the tollowing sketch, it is be- 
sophical and irrational, than une hris- | heved, were of French extraction; 
tian. Ifwe believe the bible to be} but had, atan early period, emigrated 
from God, we must expect all his|! to one of the most improved settle- 


dispensations to be in accordance with 


it; and itis the part of piety and wis- | 


dom, to see and admit the light and), 
1; 


i 
confirm: ition, reciprocally reflecte J) reputable, 


ments in this country. Of the char- 
acter of his parents, litle is known: 
(it is, however, beheved to have been 
ry . . 

The education which 


upon each other, from these two they bestowed upon their children, 


sources. 
The religious ¢ 


} Was answerable to their condition and 
character of the) 


prospects tn lite; but how far it em: 


highly respectable individual w hose | braced the formation of their reli- 
case 1s here described, is essentially ig gious principles and habits, is not 
the character of thousands. Their|) known. 


hopes rest on a suatlar foundation. H 


‘The subject of this narrative, waa 


But they are not yet subjecte d to the | the eldest of several sons. He had 


same fiery test. ‘And, is it not possi- 
ble—nay, is it not certain, that ior 
this reason alone, they have not ven- 


ished like the illusions of a vision, #5 


and left their victims the prey of un- 


‘now a litte ‘passed the meridian of 
‘life, and resided in a newly settled 
extremity of one of the northern 
tales, surrounced with a numerous 
funily. Ue had enjoyed the pleasure 


utterable despair? Supplicating on}, of secing the fertile region abou: bim, 


the following sketch, the blessing of 


Him, whose particular dispensation 
it attempts to describe, that, if pub- 
lished, it may speak a loud admonition 
to every reader, to build on no other 
than the true and tried foundation, 


Vol. IE...No. VIF: 


 cradti: ally ewerge from the rudegloom 


lot the wilderness, assume the marks 
of cultivation, and become at length 
| enlivened with the abodes of civilize 
ved life, fis own indusiry, anwated 





by a generous zeal for the prosperity 
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of ihe growing community, had borne || nounced a sentiment which he had 


an important share in accomplishing 
this change. As a citizen, a macis- 
trate, and a man, he possessed the 
respect and entire 
every individual who unde rstood his 
character. This, it will be proper 
to unfold a little at large. 

His mind, but slightly improved by 
science, or formed by literary studies 


confidence of 


‘being subdued, they difh 


acter, 
reserved, 


inearly life, exhibite ‘d several strong, } 


and uncommon characteristic tratts. 
Amongst these were a great readiness 

and extent of comprehension, a sound 
judgment, and most rete ntive mem- 
ory. He had been faithfully oceu- 
pied during a long course of years, 
in public and official duties. 
position was Inquisitive ; ; and, in res- 
pect to subjects of general interest |) 
to an American citizen, and a magis- 
trate, few have acquired a larger) 
store of well-digested and minute in- | 
formation. On the subjects of inter- | 


dehberately formed on a subject of 
Import: mee, 

Naturally endued with strong pas- 
sIons, he hac so reduced the m tinder 
the controul of reason, that, witheut 
ised their in- 
fluence throughout his whole char- 
In the domestic circle, though 
he was ever kind, 
an equable, obliging 
intmore public lite, 


and ot 
temper: but 
he displayed that 


linpatience of opposition, and pertina- 


| 
\t 


cious adherence to his opinions, with- 
out excepting the few errors and an- 


tipathies which he had unfortunately 
fallen into, that might be expected 


His dis- | 


from the general milexibility of his 
temperament. The excess of this 
quality in his character, constituted, 
according to the common estimation 
of mankind, its chief detect. Happi- 
i by, however, his personal dishkes 


}were but few, and the soundness of 
nal and Jocal politics, statistics, and | his judgment, 


in the practical con- 


history, of municipal and statute law .| cerns of liie, was generally admitted. 


and the rights and duties of citizens, 
he was so thoroughly versed, 


| 


It isnot natural to expect. that the 


as to | conduct of a person thus constituted, 
be much consulted, mm the latter years | ! should, 


on any subject, be mate rial- 


of his life, by persons of all classes 3 ly at varaince with his principles. 


and was always able, without hesit r- | 
tion, or an effort, 
most particular, methodical, and per- | 
tinent details. 

When 


laborious reflection,a reserved and ta- 
citurn manner, together withsuch sin- 
gularities of deportment, as grow out 
of the omission of the lesser proprie- 
ties of life, are commonly the result. 
And the manners of this gentleman 
confirmed the correctness of the re- 
mark. He was characterised, parti- 
cularly in the latter part of his life, 
with aseriousness of aspect and man- 
ner, which is the usual index of a se- 
vere temper. Ile seldom expressed 
an opinion, or ventured an assertion, 


which was not cvidently the result of 


previous investigation and reflection; 
and, perhaps, never retracted a de- 
claration once distinctly made, or re- 


considerable strength of) 
mind is found, united with a habit of) 


Though this inconsiste ncy is some- 


to enter into the | times strikingly evinced in the moral 


aud religious” concerns of persons 
| whose character: is, in other respects, 
sufficient unique, it formed no part of 
his. His obligations to be just, dis- 


interested, and benevolent to his fel- 


low men, he saw resulted from the 
relation in which he stood to them, 
and from the constitution of society, 
and of human nature itself. The du- 
ties which resulted trom this convic- 
tion, were as cheerfully performed 
as the obligation was admitted. He 
could not have withheld them, with- 
out doing violence to his own feelings. 
Nor could he tail to recognise the 
claims which he perceiy ed that the 
Supreme Being, as the Creator and 














ceaseless Benefactor of men, must 
have on the homage and gratitude of 
every individual of the species. An 





in this, the same consistency of chars 
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acter which appeared in other res-! sufferings, was, in leaning to ‘ his own 
pects, was evinced bya unitorm, and Junde ‘standing,’ and u wdertaking to 
conscientious attendance on rengens jcomprehend the true import of the 
duties. The return of the Sabbath | se riplures, without the special tlluga- 
often found tim, surrounded by the ination of the Hoty Spit. His relt- 
doinestic circle, in the attitude of lous views, as taras they are kKuoWD, 
prayer: and this both from a convic- jean be described in tew words, 
tion, that the exatnple Was due to |} lle regarded Man as a tallen and 
those whom Providence hed placed | unpertect being ; and, as such, hable 
ander his protection aad care, and |/to torbles, errors, id sin. The trans- 
from its etiect iw promoting and pre- iigression of the divine laws, both on 
serving the good order of a fumily. iccount of Gaewr own intrinsic evcel- 
Similar motives operated to make | lence and purity, and the munite au- 
him a constant attendant on pablie |jthormty and dignity of thei Author, 
worship, whenever his situation al- ihe saw and admitted, must justly in- 
lowed dim that privilege. Otten, Ne ur the penalty of Gell. But, ot ‘ae 
during the infancy of the se ‘ttlement, |/secret sins of the heart, and of that 
would this religious propensity of his Hove rwheluing catalogue which talls 
mind prompt him to assemble tus j}under the denominauon of sins of 
neighbours together on the Sabbath, |lomission, aud denciencies m= our 
for their moral and inteliectual im- |}homage, love, and duty, to God, un- 
when, alter offering up }ider the unpardoued gat of which, 
a prayer, pre-compose d for the ocea- |jthe purest human soul must sink for 
sion, he would {ill up the remainder lever, be made litte or no wcount. 
ef the time in reading such books as j}/The fruits of man’s depravity, he 
he judged suitable to bis design. had witnessed, in sutlicient abund- 
The reader will be prepared to fiance ; but of the vigour, strength, 
fearn, that he had adopted the sacred fjand depth of the bitter root, in every 
scriptures as the rule of his conduet, |/ human heart, he had no Just appre- 
and held them in the highest venera |/hension. The mystery of the incar- 
tion, as the inspired and unadufterat- |} nation, the propitiatory satisfaction of 
ed word of God. Nor did he rest in r ‘hrist, and the doctrine of justitica- 
to their authenticity. }ition through faith, he adautted, in 
| obvious *ub- 


$820 . Gbaracter aud Death of 
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a bare assent | 
Hie attentively studied the inspired caerge terms, as the 
volume, through lite. Tle had famuil- Jeets f divine revelation ; but the 
larised the contents of every part of] primary rank they hold in the plan 
it to his mind ; and, by the atd of affof salvation, and their practical uses 
very retentive memory, could com-|land efficacy, be lad never felt, nor 
mand the precise linguage of the]/* hadit ever entered into his heart to 
most striking and important passages !}conceive.’ ‘Che missiou and work of 
of both Testaments. He bad arriv- ijthe divine Spirit were admitted for 
ed at bis system of ethics and reli- ithe same reason, and held with pears 
gion, it is believed, almost wholly, ly the same tadifterence. The oper- 

by a process of solitary study and re- Jations of this divine agent were so 
flection. toconfounded and merged in the natur- 


His example in this respect shews, Fal actines of the human mind, as near- 
But | ty, or quite to exclude the scriptural 

















indeed, a most unh: Mppy result. 


no one ouelit to refuse, on that ac- |) doctrine of spiritual influence alto- 
count, so far to foliow it, as to make | we ther. 
the doctrines of revelation a subject i the inspired peninen, on the subject 
of faithful investigation, and personal | of the new birth, he either restrict- 
~.attention, His great mistake, and the | i 
cause ofall his subsequent errors and | 


The strong expressions of 


‘din theirap plication, to the reform- 
ation of uncommon offenders, or low, 
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ered down to his own ideas ot some 
eslf-wrouglit, and proyzressive un- 
provement of character, which he 
admitted to be desira’le in all. 
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as proper and necessary for creatures 
-o fur removed by the same intirmi- 
ties, from the Majesty of Heaven: bat 
ihad no practical or jusi Anowledge of 


* . . 2 ' 
From this account of bis religious | the truth, * that be came to redecm 


views, i( must appear, that he had, in 
several very importuat, | may say, 
essential porticulars, imsconceived 
and perverted, the revealed doctrine 
of salvation: and these erroneous 
views formed the ground-work of 
his whole religions character. 


jus from the curse of the law, by be- 


ing made a curse for us.’ 





| 
; 
| 


-uch was the toundation on which 


\ his conduct in this life. and his hopes 
}| for that to come, were built. He 
i evidently 


cherished the strongest 


it! confidence in the uprightness of the 


has already been said, that he exinb- |. one, and the fall accomplishment of 


ited through life, a conduct siricth 
conformabte to his retigious and moral 
principles: for, of the +pirity ib and 
comprehensive nature of the divime 
law, and the true extent of the ob- 
ligations of man to Jehovah, be had 
lived profoundly ignorant. ‘The 
dreadful consequence of this tgnor- 


ance was, an utter unrequaintance | 


with his own true character, in the 
sight of God. He had lived in com- 
mon with all others, an habitual trans- 
gressor of the spirit of every precept 
of divine revelation, but saw nothing 
to humble him, and little to regret. 
in his whole past life. “This estimate 
of himself prepared the way for the 
kindred error, that man could, in his 
own strength, perform good works, 
acceptable to God, and meritorious 
of beaven: a sentiment which his 
heart had fondly embraced, and rest- 
ed on, with entire confidence. 

The idea which the scriptures, and 
true believers, attach to the term 
“ prace,”’ never found a place either 
in his creed, or his thoughts : nor 
could he assign to the incarnate Son 
of God, who, in divine revelation, 
and the hearts of his people, ts all in 
all, any other than a most subordinate 
and unworthy oilice. lfany distinct 
idea was attached to forgiveness, as 
the word oceurred in bis daily pray- 
ers, it could only have meant an 
abatement of the rigour of God's jis 
tice, in his estimate of our actions, on 
the grovad of some excusatory con- 
stifutional weakness of our nature. 


He admitted the mediation of Christ, | 


the other. 


\ have already been noticed. 


fi be was a stranger to 


t} the ye ace of the behever, the culm 
of his conscience was never rufiled 


with his disquye tudes. Inthis frame 


ihe had steadily persisted, through 


the vicissitudes of nearly the whole 
} 


of an eventful life, 


It would conira- 
dict the fact, to pretend that his reli- 
ious convictions, and the expecta- 
tions springing from them, had not 
| proved to him the source of much 
teomfort amidst bis trials, and a 
Jsirong pillar of support, under the 
Jburdens of life. His religion was 
the medium through which the nat- 
"ural fortitade, and firmness of his 
jmind displayed itself; and, by con- 
\tituting a standard to which he 
could at once reter all his views 
of right and wrong, of duty, and ex- 
pedtency, it contributed much to that 
consistency of character, which 
maintained down to the terminating 
| scene of his earthly existence. 

) His perseverence in cherishing all 
| his opinions, and the earnest impa- 
tience with which he was ready, 
when assailed, to vindicate them, 
| In reli- 
gious debates, to which his sitnation 
‘now often gave occasion, he manifest- 
ped peculiar warmth ; and often in- 
‘dulged, on the most sacred of subjects, 
lin a bitterness of invective, which no 
others could call forth, Nearly the 
whole evangelical system, w hen ex- 
j hibited in detail, was the object of his 
;Keen hostility, and unqualified cou- 
idemnation. le could malign the 
‘loveliest fruits of piety, when seen (0 
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be the production of simple futh on 
the justity img 2; ghteousness of Christ, 
and in connexion with 
avowed reliance on the sovereign et 
ficucy of his pardoning nnd renewing | 
grace. ths former affection for the 
persons of many of his most intimate 
friends, on whom the grace he scorn 
ed and resisted, had been bestowed, 
obviously much eats 
chilling coldness, or cordial 
came by degrees, to take 
In the latter part ol the year 
soon after it had pleased Cod, 
blich near his Keene ice, for t 
tume, the regular admuusiretion of his 
word, and sacraments, to their purity, 
his hostility to the sacred cause be- | 
came more active, andi 
had ever been beiore. ti. 
on the public means of ¢ 
irregular, and was, apparently, t- 
duced rather by the restlessness of | 
his spirit, than any conscientious mo- 
tives. Seldom was an occasion of 
manifesting his repugnance to all that 
is precious in the gospel, missed ; 
and seldom was the expression of his 
sentiments now accompanied with his 
accustomed circumspection and tem- 
perance. ‘The precious seals of the 
faithful ministration of the gospel, be- 
gan now to maltiply around him: he 
saw that the work was eflected by 
the instrumentality of the very doc- 
trine which he continued to disparage 
and oppose. Such was the demon. 
stration of its divine nature, which 
the concurrent testimony of the serip- 
tures, the attendant circumstances 
themselves, its fruits, and probably 
his own conscience, allorded, that 1 
is hardly possible his understandin: 
shonld not have been partially COn- 
vineed. Ihis opposition, mdeed, seem- 
ed now to be the result of conviction. 
operating on a proud and unyielding 
heart. ‘The dire animation which 
this principle habitually kindled up 


fo stand an 


d, and a 
dishke, 
1.8 | hace, 

1S06, 
{oO esti 


the first 


~ 


attendance 
race, became 


in his mind. assumed the strength of 


passion ; and, gt radually corroded, and 
wasted by its intenstiv, oven the ma- 
terial fabric which it pervaded, 
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In the summer of 1S0¥, it was per- 
eerved, that the active and open ree 
sistance which he had before oflered 
) io the cause of Christ, gave place to 

i dark, silent, and reflective calm. 

The interest which he had before 
| ma: ufested in religion, was notim the 
| least abated; buthe viewed it more 
directly in appleation to himself 
ud with more seriousness and soli- 
citude, than formerly. He seldom 
conversed with any but his most inti- 
mate and confidential triends ; and 
even with them he was reserved and 
igen eral, in the siaalgpagee of his sen- 
‘timents and feelings on the subject, 
The scriptures ‘Ba ame his almost ine 
cessant study. Ile seemed to have 
withdrawn both his thoughts and his 
regard, in a great measure, from 
I the concerns of others, and every 
j other object, foreign trom himself ; 
and to view himselt only in the light 
ofan unmortal spirit, having to trans- 
act with a God of intinite justice and 
purity. If we may suppose that the 
mind of man may, in this world, have 
hits powers of expatiating on eternal 
scenes, and the sublime things of re- 
i velation, raised by the agency of his 
/Creator, to a kind of angelical force 
hand acuteness, and still be destitute 





fof the faith, love, or hopes of the 
| gospel—sur h was now hisease. The 


iprobable remnant of his mortal life, 
dwindle d, and alinost disappeared in 
j the hear and amazing prospect of 
eternity, 7? Pilllhe had put his anxie- 
ties inregard to his well-being tn that 
state, at rest, be was almost indif- 
ferent to the concerns of this. Ut 
was mauiest thet he had obtained 
some new, distmet, and awful con- 
vicious of the justice, and holiness, 
ofthe Almighty ; and dwelt on those 
discoveries an intensity and 
steadiness of appleation, of which 
few minds inthe present state, 
capable. He saw, nay, he felt himself, 
not only asinner, but a direct and 
positive enemy of God ; 
tice had condemned, 


with 


Pre, 


whose jus- 
and stood en- 
“gaged to punish him with everlasting 
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damnation, and whose omnipotence 
would most surely carry the sentence 
into full effect. These convic- 
tions were coulirmed by every fresh 
perusal of the scriptures. God was 
just, and he a rebel and enemy, in 
his hands. A change in the attri- 
Dbutes of his Creator, he 
impossible ; and one tn himself, he 
neither desired nor expected, 
gaw no reason to be dissatisfied with 
bis own character, but was filled with 
consternation to find it hateful aad 
opposte to Jehovah. 

It is proper to dwell particularly 
on the present state of bis teelmes 
and character. Let it be distinctly 

marked, that, with his overwhelming 


views of the justice and severity of 


the Almighty, and of his own fe rarful 
circumstances, he essentially miscon- 
ceived the character both of his God 
and himself He wou!d not admit an 
idea of the divine mercy. In this he 
sinfully resisted the strivings of the 
Holy Spirit, and discredited the ex- 
press declarations of his word. And 
still he continued willingly blind to all }! 
that the scriptures had revealed, and 
his own conscience would have sug- 
gested, of the deep and universal 
depravity of his heart before God. 
His mind was, indeed, tilled with a 
sense of guilt; but all this he chose 
to refer to a few specilic acts of his 


past life, and not to the fountain of 


corruption within him, and the con- 
sequent pollution of all his conduct. 
Had he even now applied to that Sa- 
viour, * who saves to the uttermost,’ 
he would have better understood him- 
self, and been made an heir of salya- 
tion. 


of the gospel, that, after all, proved 
his undoing. 

How many of the pious readers of 
this sketch, who have found in Jesus 
Christ the justice and mercy of God, 
embracing, to the salvation of their 
souls—his law magnified, and the 
transgressor pardoned, through his 
infinite atonement—will burn with 
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additional force. 
| 
! 
. . . . . } 
number of his sins, but his rejection | 
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impatience to announce and confirma 
the tidings, to this wretched and des- 
pairing suilerer 

| How suited to acase like his is the 
very design of the gospel! Nota fea- 
ture in the first, but has an answer- 
able provision inthe last! Such were 
the umted and repeated assurances 
of his pious friends, who possessed 
his confidence, and had access to him 
in this season of his extremity. Such, 
Y did they point ont to him to be the 
declaraticns of the holy scriptures, 
But, along with a conviction of being 
in astate of wrath, he chose to cher- 
ish afull persuasion of its unalterable 
permanency. Never, foramoment, 
would he listen to an intimation to 
the contrary. ‘The bare suggestion 
appeared to him, to imply a degree 
of absurdity and impossibility, which 
obliged him utterly to protest agains$ 
the thoug cht. It soon appeared, that 
HHO part of his object, in searching 
the bible, was to obtain a part in the 
mercy of God, but to learn more ex- 
actly what he had to expect from him 
‘in the way of justice. 

| As long as the human mind is lodg- 
led i in so 'sle uder a tenement as the 
body, it must occasionally flag and 
sink, under so high a state of excite- 
ment, and distress. He accordingly 
‘found the only relaxation of which 
his mental sutlerings admitted, in this 
infirmity of his mortal nature. And 
these intervals, which, while they 
continued, could hardly be said to 
afford relief, only gave to the tem- 
pest of his reflections. time to collect 
very return of 

















jhis anguish seemed more insupport- 


able than the preceding. 

The bible was now closed, and 
laid aside, tor ever. Believing hime 
self to possess no interest in its pro- 
mises, and satistied with what he had 
already learut from it, of the inherit- 
ance of wrath, to which he consider- 
ed himself heir, he would no more 
read or hear it. Even the presence 
of the blessed volume aggravated his 








sufferings. In awtul consistency with 


y 
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these views, he abandoned = pubhe 
Worslip. prea hing, and, itis behev- 
ed, al! the other means of grace, both 


jaccomplishment of his purpose, and 
jrelinquis shed at. 

| the respect and sympathy mani- 
(f ‘sted for bum by his triends, seemed 


. 


ublic and private. 

To the observation of a near re creatly to annoy him: he, therefore, 
tion and friend, that * God was 1 ner! undertook to aspire them wath the 
eiful for Christ's sake, and able to it some sentiments of aversion, and con- 
save to the ultermost all who cume|,tewipt, which he indulged towards 
to him in his neme,” he repe a. alt himself. He accordingly drew up, 
am perfectly acquamted with all the}|and cirentated amongst them, a form- 
scriptures have to say on that sub-}/ al instrument, couched in very exact 
ject; I have long made it my study Vand solemn terms, with the most se- 
there is a class of persons lo whonati ris OUS appre als to he avyen, for the cor- 
ip peiiines oe apes for} rectness ol lis statements, in which 
such to derive comfort from them 5) he epumerited several acts of his 
but Lam quite beyond thes reach; Ei puablic aud private tiie, which he re- 
know that | have breken the law of prece fed as (lazrant misdemeanors, 
God, and must feel its pouauity : my mid offences against the community ; 
doom is settled —unalierably ee 2 r whieh he contessed himself de- 
His healih began to waste apa i 9¢ rving of universal contempt, and 
Sleep had almost fled his piliow en-  deicstation. In this, he had the mor- 
tirely : and he refused to receive hi cation to sneceed no better thau in 
customary and needful port ron of tood. | Uie former attempt; and appeared al- 
To this he was prompte ‘J, not wholly | tecwards to abandgu himself entirely 
frem a sense of unworthiness, buty to solitude and despair. No othice of 
appare ntly from an unwiliiagness to}: kindness, which the piety, humanity, 
increase, further than was unavoid- ll respect, and svinpathy, of a pumer- 
able, his obligations to God, and ag-}) ous circle of friends, could devise, 
gravate the account he was soon to H was omitted, both to open to his heart 
render of his abused favours.  Inj,a way tor the waters of salvation, to 
nothing was he induced to yield much lzoothe the commotion of his suleties 
to the arguments, or entreaties of hisjjand arrest the decay of his health. 
friends. So strongly sensible was be j Phe decline of the latter he viewed 
of the guiltiness of his character, and|) without emotion, or regret. He even 
his conceraned and degraded state | expressed a Williogness to know, with 

! 


before God, as to appear like an]) the least delay, the worst that await- 
abashed and detected criminal before || ed bint in the world of spirits. But 
his fellow men. He often de san d.}) thus desperate hardihood itself, filled 
that they degraded themselves by ita with concern, and alarm; as he 





associating with him ;—and he should | dee trcd to bis pious friends. He 
gO acquiese e mthe propr iety ot their even expres sedan eurnest desire that 
ithe v wack | interpose, it possible, to 
arrest the growth of so shocking a 


excluding him entirely from their so- | 
ciety, as to be t hankful if they would } 
egnsign him to the most lo: ithsome, [tse iment in his mind; and prevent, 
perpe ‘tual imp risoument. ile even | WV every pree aut mm, the more horri- 
proceeded to take measures tor exe- | ble a uence , whic i might natur- 
euling a plan which he had devisec 1 ally be eee ted to result from it. 
to bring the thing about; but soon } He ofien dec hase d that tus state was 
convinced himself, that it was out of ji that, of absolute, unmixed despair. 
his power to procure any legal pro- |} i To express fais conviction of the cer- 
ceedings to be instituted against him- | taiuty of his everlasting perdition, he 
self, whicl would eventwate in the her Mployed te strongest phraseology 


J 


—_—a_——— 


| 


. 
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which language could supply. Were 
I now in hell, “twouid add,” he would 
eay, “‘ nothing tothe certamnty of my 
doom :”’ * God Almmghty tia 
me ever: ** he has cecrceed ny 
damnation :° ** my probetionary sea- 
gon is as fully ended as tt ul be on 
the day of judgment :” + my charac 
ter is formed for etcrnty—as fam 
now. such I shall be toatl eee.” 

Such protracted and extreme an- 
guish of spirit, accompanied wich a 
rapid prostration of animal strength 
might be expected to impair to vie- 
our of his intellectual 
But, hitherto, the eflect hod been a: 
rectly the reverse. His judgic ui 
was clear, his memory exact, his hon- 
guage forcible and perunent, and ail 
the operations of his mind unusuatly 
prompt and rapid. 

His friends, at this period, actuat- 
ed by that solicitude, which, without 
any reasonable prospect of restoring 
peace to his mind, were constantly 
eccupied in contriving some new ex- 

edient for his rehef, persuaded him, 
with some dilliculty, to accompany 
them in a short water excursion 
which had been planned on bis ac- 
count. The party consisted of about 
a dozen persons, among whom were 
some of his equals in age, and per- 
sons of piety, and all, his most agree- 
able and intimate friends. Elis resid- 
ence lay inthe vicinity of one of those 
delightful sheets of water which open 
to several parts of the United States, 


sealed 


? Be 
secuaties. 


a safe and extensive inland naviga- | 
tion. The season was the most plea- | 
| tions. 


sant in the year; and the route lay 
along a delightful and flourishing dis- 
trict of country, which owed its pre- 


j 
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iby him, except when rouse: 4) the 
interrogations of his COMP alos, m 
entire absirection of 
thought from the surrounding objects. 
| His food, attire, health, triends, 
co ery thing sublunary, were uetect- 
ed. His countenance was the index 
(of profound, unutterable horror. Its 
gradually changing expression discov- 


! 


i. red a censtant variation of the con- 


sien e, and 


‘ 





(dicting movements within. but a 
deen cast of despair, fixed, inveterate, 


| 


and toil, beclouded tue whole. The 


sent prosperity, in part, to the per- 


severing and patriotic libours ef this 
ventieman; and could not fail, ata for- 
mer period, to revive in his mind, the 
most interesting assoctations. but 
they had now lost their power to 
southe it, and were either passed un- 
noticed, or excited 
which served only to imbtiter his 
The first day was passed 


distress. 


es a 


isecond day Was passed as the first 
i had been. bie joins d in ho convere- 
sation during Uus period, without 
lnranifest relnetance. No further in- 
quiries had beea inade respecting the 
precise state of his mind. No alter- 
jaioa was percepuble. The evening 
| of the second dey had brought us, (the 
leeitny was one of the party,) withiu 
la few icagues of home, on our return; 
| where, in a small village, we were 
! detained by an unfavourable wind, 
through the night. The party had 
repaired to the village inn. Our suf- 
fering friend had taken an apartment 
separate from those allotted to his 
companions. Night had but just re- 
turned. He was missing. The search 
was for some time unsuccessful. Had 
it finally proved so, many a pang 
would haye been spared his surviving 
friends. His mortal part had sunk 
under his own hand ; and the agoniz- 
ing sonl was irrevocably gone to 
‘God's tribunal. 

On the foregoing narrative, every 
reader is lett to make his own reflec- 
‘Two or three remarks only, 
hit seems necessary to subjoin. The 
ifirst is, that no sinful wretch, the 
}imost guilty and vile, who ts willing to 








' be pardoned and saved by Jesus 


recollections | 


—- —- 


" Christ, has a right to draw from i! an 
jargument to despair. He discredited 
| the divine testimony of God’s mercy, 
and his Saviour’s power: and is not 
known to have entertained a single 
wish to avail bimselfof either. Now, 


from whatever cause Christ is reject- 
“ed and despised ; whether from des- 
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pair, or presumption, the effect is the 
same—the ruin of the soul, mevita-! 
bly ensues. But bis word ts pledged to 
‘cave to the uttermost all who come | 
to God through him.’ 

Another remark which T cannot: 
withhold, is, that ofall the sins w hich | 
man can commit in this world, thatot 


the 
direct and open opposition to th 


1 


gospel, especially to the work o: Ua | 
Holy Spirit. seems to be amongst the | 
most dangerous and fatal. blow fart 
the case above stated may be consid- 
ered an exemplification of our Savi-| 
ours declaration, * He that blas pheme | 
eth the Holy Ghost [7. e. protinely! 
derides his Known work onthe mines} 
sid characters of men,] hath never] 
forgiveness, but is in danger ofeter-| 


With you Pll make, if you obedient prove, 

A league of mercy and eternal love: 

Such were the mercies | to David showed, 

Such love, my people’s rule on him. bes- 
towed: 

David, the witness of my truth, I chose, 

And rarsed bim Israel’s saviour from their 
foes, 

Lo! distant nations yet unknown to fame, 

Who ne’er have beard of favoured Jacob's 
name, 


| Shall wait obsequious, atthy dread come 


mani, 


Anc, mw thy glory, own Jehovah's hand. 


iSeck ye the Lord, whilst he thy voice may 


\ , 
HCA, 


And call upon him while he yet is near. 
et wicied ioen forsake their impious ways, 
fumble themselves, and speak their maker's 
praise. 
Letthe uurighteous, secret friend to sin, 
His thoughts renounce, and cleanse himself 
within. 


{ 
? 
{ 


nal damnation,’ 1s submitted to every || The God of merey will their sing forgive, 


reader's judgment. 
I will add, that of all the examples}. 
of human suffering, which I have ever 
witnessed, or, | will venture to say, |i 
which | have ever conceived of, that), 
aflorded by the subject of this ek eich,}| 
was of the strongest kind. And his) | 
sufierings were entiely went, 
Never may | lose the ipression) 
which this case produ: ed in my deal) 
mind, of the unbounded capacity of 
the human soul for suffering, and én 
nyovment. And capecious as it ts,! 
the frown, or the stile of Jehovah, 
is able, even in this world, to fill it 
to overflowing : and what will it not 
do im its disembodied state ? 





For the !epertory. 
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A'l ye, whom suinmey’s life-consuming heat 
Bids to the fountain’s shady banks retreat, 
Joviul approach! Here streams eteriual fow, 
Streams that my bounty shall on all bestow. 
For souls oprfress’dwiih thirst, 1 milk prepare, 
And wine unbought, to soothe each torvVring 
care. 
Ye sons of men, why do ye toil in vain, 
For faithless harvests aud deceitiul grain: 
Why spend your weaith for that which is 
not bread, 
For vanities, on which you cannot feed? 
Listen to me, and taste substantial good, 
And let your souls delight in heavenly food: 
To me, your bounteous Lord, atteniion give, 
The _ that marks my words shall surely 
ive, 
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And the repentant wandecers receive : 

Thus, saith the Lord, With unrelenting eye, 

Of ended man beholds his brother die; 

Notso my thoughts; 1 seek alone to spare, 

Aud eveo the sinful are their maker's care: 

har as the skies above the earth extend, 

So fur imy gracious ways, thy ways trang- 
ee il. 

Nor can thy thoughts with mine proportion 
know, 

Mine ace in heaven, thine grove! still below. 

For, as the water snows, and summer 
shower, 

Descending com on high, arise no more, 

But o'er (ie earth their nutrient sap diffuse, 

And bid the teeming glebe its fruits produce; 

So shall the word, that issues from my mouth, 

Not void return; it is the word of truth, 

Whose encrgy eternal, shall fulhl 

Its destin’d eud, aod prosper in my will, 

Thy going gut shall be with mighty joy, 

And led by peace, none shall thy peaee 
annoy. 

Before thy face, the hills with cheerful noise, 

And sougs triumphant, shall lift up their 
VOICE, 

Whiie t:eesshall clap their hands, and every 
fie!d rejoice : 

The thoin no more shall waste the fruitful 
land, 

But in its place the lofty pine shall stand ; 

And where the pointed brier perplex’d the 
Way, 

The fragrant myrtle shall invite to stray; 

This, to the Lord a lasting name shall prove, 

A sign eternal of his matchless love. 

A sign eternal! source of endless joy, 

Which life, nor death, nor time, can e’er 
destroy. 
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REVIEW. 


Buhop Kemp's Letter on Mant and D’Oy-\ pear to be connected with this sub- 
ley’s Family Buble. | ject. When we felt it our duty to 
apne Ee renee a: Fy: BPE ‘introduce the doctrines of Dr. Mant 
The controversy on baptismal re- jit, our readers, we expressed our 
generation, admits of a some what “| sincere belief, that they would find 
milar remark to that made by Letb-) fw. if any advocates in this country. 
nitz, on acelebrated dispute respect- ! fe has seen fit, himself, to qualify a 
ing the love of God as a motive of 





good deal of his language, and it would 
action, which was warmly agitated Ne Tene te ws belie Seauy ha Eee " 
two distinguished men in the Galli- | : 
can church. ‘ Before the war of 
‘« the prelates should have agreed on | 
a definition of the word, love, and this 
would have prevented the dispute.” | 
We do not mean to apply the remark, | 
so far as to say, that a proper under- 
standing of the terms in use, would 
have entirely prevented the discus- 
sion of the question of baptismal re- 
generation ; but that, in most cases, | 
it would certainly have narrowed the | 
limits of the controversy, and in many 
instances, prevented it altogether. 
In some cases, the parties, afler 
a long struggle, have discovered that 
they really agreed in every essential 
point, and that they had been wasting 
their zeal and charity on a mere lo-; 
gemachy. In other cases, however, | 
the question has, in reality, involved | 


the very we fundaninca of christian. | 
ity—principles which are vitally con- 
nected with the evangelical reputa-' 
tion of our church, and lying at the 
foundation of christian truth. Ifthe, 
present question were merely wheth-| 


{ 


er the word, regeneration, ought not, 
to be applied exclusively to baptism, | 
and some other term selected to ex- | 
press the moral changes which must. 
succeed to that ordinance, we would | 
be among the first to make such a. 
compromise on the altar of charity; , 
although an accommodation of the | 
word to such a sense, would still, 
seem to us to be a departure from 
the dialect of scripture. But, in} 
typath, concerns of graver import ap-| 


Chichester, addressed to Mr. Faber, 


; ‘that the doctrine of inseparable grace, 
words began,” said this philosopher, 


as connected with baptism, was gen- 
erally disclaimed in England, as ** pa- 
jpistical and absurd.”* As to the 
ivenerable bench of bishops, in the 
, United States, we know that some of 
‘them do not hold this doctrine. And 
‘for the rest, we have an inalienable 


|pledge of their sentiments, in the 
| fact, that they have, in their highest 


oflicial capacity, recommended Bur- 
net’s exposition of the articles, which, 


jas far as human language can express, 


directly condemns the positions of Dr. 


\Mant. but it appears that we were 


mistaken in the idea, that these posi- 
tions would not obtain a defender ; 
and that we have proved unfortunate 
enough to commit ourselves on the 
question, in Opposition to no less a 


|personage than a dignitary of our 
i church, the respected prelate whose 
{name stands at the head of this re- 





view. It is possible, that he may yet 
‘set us right, on this subject, and it 
|certainly becomes us emphatically to 
jadopt, as we certainly do, his own 
modest declaration of a willingness 
‘to retract whenever convinced of 


| mistakes or errors.”’ But.at present, 


candour and truth oblige us to ac- 
knowledge that we cannot adopt the 
propositions he has undertaken to es- 
tablish. The kind and christian 
spirit of his letter encourages us to 


* Sec his apology, in which he says such 
a doctrine has been falsely agcribed to the 
clergy, by Mr. Faber. 








1821. 


believe that he will give us credit for 
sincerity in this declaration, and that 
he will permit us respectiully to sub- 
mit a few inquiries on a subject res 
pecting W hich we will be glad to re- 
ceive further instruction. 

The propositions alluded to, with 
which we are unable to concur, are 
these :— 

« That there is no other than bap- 
tismal regeneration possible in this 
world; that from this time forward, 
(that is, from the period of baptism, ) 
a new principle is implanted, the 
spirit of grace, which, beside our 
goul and body,is a principle of ac- 
tion.”’* In short, ** that the inward 
grace always accompanies the out- 
ward sign of baptism.’’T 

We readily admit the definition 
which the bishop has quoted from 
Hooker, of the nature of a sacra- 
ment, ** that there are three things 
necessary thereto, namely, the grace 
which is thereby offered, the ele- 
ment which shadoweth, or signifieth 
grace, and the word which express- 
eth what is done by the element.” 
But, does it therefore follow, that 
the grace offered is always received 7 

We are ready further to admit, 
that ** baptism is not only a sign of 
profession, and mark of dilerence, 
whereby christian men ave ¢iseern- 
ed from others that be not christened; 
but ‘it is also a sign of regeneration. 
or new birth, whereby, as by an in- 
strument, they that receive baptism 
rightly, are grafted into the church : 


the promises of the forgiveness of 


sin, and of our adoption to be the 
sons of God by the Holy Ghost, are 
visibly signed and sealed : faith is con- 
firmed, and grace increased, by vir- 
tue of prayer to God.” 

We are ready to admit also, that 
baptism is a regeneration. We are 
said in scripture, to be * born of 


water.’ Baptism is also called, ‘the | 
By this 


washing of regeneration.’ 


* These are Dr. Mant’s positions. 
t See Bishop Kemp’s Letter—Repertory 
for January, p. 170. 
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outward sign, we are born, or regen- 
'erated, to anew condition and rela- 
fron—to the privileges of citizenship 
of God's spiritual household, the 
church. — By the inward and spiritual 
svace, we are born, or regenerated 
to anew character. We experience 
aradical moral change, in which old 
things pass away, and all things be- 
rome new. But, does this spiritual 
regeneration of the beart and life, al- 
ways accompany the baptismal regen- 
eration? 

We are ready, still further, to ad- 
mit, that this sacrament ‘* is, general- 
ly, necessary to salvation — It is the 
appointed means of our admission in- 
to that spiritual community to which 
pertaineth the adoption, the covenant, 
and the promises of salvation. We 
say, generally, because our Lord, 
when he declared, that * he who be- 
lieveth and is baptized, shall be sav- 
ed, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned,’ at the same that he set forth 
the imperious obligation of baptism, 
yet, by restricting the characteristics 
of salvation to faith, has, evidently, 
rendered 1 a more indispensable ob- 
ligation than baptism. Otherwise, 
there could be no hope for those who 
die without baptism: among whom are 
many, in whose case, a compliance 
with the ordinance was impracticable, 
But, upon the hypothesis of Dr. 
Mant, it appears impossible that any 
who die unbaptized, should be saved, 
Without regeneration our Lord de- 
clares that no one ‘ can enter the 
kingdom of heaven.’ And, according to 
Dr. Mant, there is no other than bap- 
tismal regeneration ** possible in this 
world.” But those who die unbap- 
tized, cannot, of course, have had 
baptismal regeneration. Conse- 
quently, upon this principle, they 
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. 

To deny that the inward and spi- 
ritual grace of regeneration, always 
attends the outward sign, the bishop 
declares, ‘* is to reduce baptism to a 
mere sprinkling with water, a bare 








outward sign, and thus deprive it of 
its sacramental character—for bap- 




















212 Reviewssehishop Kenip & Leticr. FERRY! ARY, 


tiem, as a sacrament, consists of two 
parts, the outward, visible sign, and 
the inward spiritual grace. These | 
must be united, otherwise there is] 
no sacrament in the view of the| 
church.’’* 

The force of this argument, we 
suppose, lies in the definition given 
of a sacrament by our catechism, in 
Which it is made to con-ist of two 
parts, ** the outward visible sign, anul| 
the inward and spiritual grace.” Bu it 
it is material to remark, that this ts} 
said of both sacraments and not Ol} 
baptism exclusively. In bs iptism the! 
inward and spiritual grace is ** a 


death unto sin, and a new birth unto, ¢ 


righteousness.’ In the Lord’s Sup- 
per, ** the inward part, or thing sir- 
nified, is the body and blood of Christ, 
which are spiritually taken by the 
faithful.’ And * the benefits where- 
of we are partakers thereby, are the! 
strengthening and refreshing of ou 
souls by the body and blood of Chris: 
as our bodies are by the ‘bread an ay 
wine.’ The bts hop, we sents ti 
rejects the popish doctrine of the} 
opus operalitint, SO far vs at relates to} 
the Lord’s Supper, and, of course, | 
believ ves, that the benefits whereof, 
we are partakers thereby, are con- 

tingent, and do not always accor npany 

the reception of that ordinance. But 

may not the Romeanuitst repiy, * this 

is to reduce the sacrament to a mere) 

ceremony, a bare outward sign, and 


- 





thus deprive it of ils sacramental!| We select, for example, the order ot 


character—lor the holy euch hake as 

a sacrament, accorcing to your cate- 
chism, consists of two parts, a out- 

ward visible sign, and the inward 
spiritual grace. ‘l'hese must be unit- 
ed, otherwise there is no sacrament 
in the view of the church.” We see | 
not how, upon the principle of rea- 
soning adopted, this appeal could be 
resisted. The catechism unites the 
outward sign and the inward grace, 
as inseparably, in the Lord’s Supper, 








* See Bishop Kemp’s letter—Repertory, 
for January, p. 170. 





| 
} : 
iz raiment draw mn {rom that vgocument 


ae veneral terms, 


is in baptism ; end the r¢ fore. any aT- 
to aye its existence in one sacra- 
jment, must, as we suppose, prove its 
~ > 
lexistence also in the other. But it 


is admitted, that the grace offered in 


ithe pars Supper, depends on the 


disposition of the recipient. May 
‘we noi be permitted then, humbly to 
‘inquire, * why interrupt the fine an- 
alogy” of the two sacraments, and 
lilus exalt the one to the degradation 
Hof the other ? 
Betore we proceed to our inquiries 
‘on the baptismal service, we would 
[propose a few observations on the 
general principle upon which the 
public offees of our church appear 
ito be constructed. We suppose, that 
the tnpossibility of adapting a liturgy 
ito every position, case, and circum- 
-tance, renders it necessary, that its 
public offices should be framed in 
The minister should 
‘not be left to determine, whcther the 
people were so duly penitent as to 
‘anthorize him to pronounce the ab- 
solution of their sins ;’ but, in the 
judgment of charity, being bound to 
Hop e, that they are sincere in their 
confession, he ts to perform his de- 
claration act in general terms, leav- 
ing it to Him who seeth the heart, “ 
apply the pardon thus declared, 
those who are really penitent. U 8 





four offices seem to be constructed. 


confirmation. After the promises 
inade by the candidates, the bishop 
returns thanks, as follows: * Al- 
nughty and everlasting God, who hast 
vouchsafed to regenerate these thy 
servants by water and the Holy Ghost, 
and bast given unto them forgiveness 
‘of all their sins,’ &c. We presume, 
ino one will be of opinion, that, sup- 
| posing the candidate to come to this 
jordinance with wicked principles and 
‘motives, he, in reality, receives for- 
Esme of all his sins, by his mere 





comingand listening to this ceremony. 
And yet this is asserted in as strong 


ihis genera! principle, the whole of 


ere 





‘a 
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language, as in the baptismal service | baptism, must be resolved on the 
it is declared, that ‘ut bath please di} same principle 

God to re: generate the person by his 
Holy Spirit.’ May we not be per 
mitte “d to ane juire he re, whether the 
church has not intead e to (each us jone place, and clearly in another, it 
in the one case, What she means in jias Car and necessary to determine his 
the other? By employing a poate nee. trom those parte that are 
ss eology In both causes, one of {yen st plan and luctd. Should there 
which is coniessec lly contingent, does Ti appear te be, thers fete, any discrep- 
she not authorize us to conclude, that i mevio the baptismal service, (which, 
they are both founded on the same j/however, we do not pe receive.) we 
hyp thetical principle ’ ‘The same ae resurt to the articles which 
mode of expieation is necessary th |jwere expressly designed as an ex- 
order to reconcie the funeral service | pte ition of all anbi ruities, Hore 
of the church of England, which pro- liwe find the subject more seholastical- 
nounces a favourabie decision, idts- ily and perspa ously stated, than was 
criminately, of every pers n whose possible to be done thi the offices de- 
ob-equies she solemuizes, “ibe sae fjsigned as baptism was, for popular 
cred writers also, in their epistles, jiuse. ‘Phe 25th article appears to be 
evidently proceed uUpOR this chart- very explicit, It dechires of both 
able assumption. They addressed lisaeraments, that, “in such only as 
whole communities as quickened, iworthily receive the same, they have 
elect of God, children of God by futh ila wholesome effect, o: operation : 
in Jesus Christ. But, could these {but they that receive them unworth- 
epithets be athrmed of every mem- ily purchase to themselves damna- 
ber of the churches to which they nae as St. Paul saith.” We would 
were addressed ? We no more doubt | here earnestly inquire, how the de- 
the propriety of this charitable pro- | claration, = it ** bantisin has a whole- 
ceeding, than we question the striet) some etfer t. or operation, th such on- 
propriety of our baptismal phir peur: I Abe worthily recerve the same,’ caw 

« 


Itis an acknowledced canon in eri- 
teoism, that if the sentiments of an 
withor be ambievousty expressed in 





ogy. [tis founded in the neessiiy of 
the case. and is sanctioned hy the 
general usages of society. The evicts 

of kings and rulers proceed, general. vent, spiritual grace, which we Sup 
ly, upon the supposition that their jpose to be a ‘wholesome effect, or 
subjects are good and loval. Sever- entities ts necessarily bestowed / 

al of the reformed churches have em- In the 27th article, baptism does 
ployed a similar phraseology in their 
baptismal service, and in their byians |) 
intended tor that occasion, although | 
it is well known that they were far 
from considering it in a strict and un- 
conditional sense. 

We have seen that one part of our 
public offices cannot be explaine ad, 
except upon the hypothetical priuci- 
ple which we have applied to them. 
{1s it not fair to infer from analogy, 
—— the consistent character of those |: 

who framed them, and from the pre- 


© made to consist with the opinion, 
that, in every case, and without re- 
ecard to the disposition of the ree tpt 


! 
| 


net even recetye the name, but is 
‘alled the * sign’? of regeneration. 
May we not apply to this, the just 
maxuns of the bishop, in’ whic h he 
says, ‘* Every rhetorician knows, that 
if the ficure be not preserved, the 
sense is lost?’ In order to preserve 
the figure, we suppose, a distinction 
mus st be made between the sign and 
the thing signified. For instance, 
|‘ this is my body,’ is a figurative 
‘expression, and cannot be taken liter- 
ally, without destroying the figure and 


—— 


— -— -- + + ———- - 


cedent of scripture, that the other! the sense. Baptisin is also called 
parts, and among them the service of | reeeoerition, DButthisis done figur- 











er rr og 





214 


atively, as the article informs us. If) 
it be taken literally, is not the figure | 
destroyed, and the sense lost? Bis shop | 
Jewel informs us, that the ancient 
fathers, by a figure of metonymy, 
transferred the name of the thing to 
the sign or figure. Accordingly, St. 
Augustine says, “* If the sacraments 
had not a certain similitude of those 
things whereot they are sacraments, 
they would be no sacraments at all. 
And, of this similitude they do, for 
the most part, 
the self same things they signify.’ 
Qur reformers, in their book of ho- 
milies, have quoted this extract with 
approbation. Have they not, there- 
by, let us into their meaning with 
respect to the baptismal service ? 

Besides, it is not said in the above 
article, that grace is received, but 
** increased,” in baptism, and that not 
merely by the act itself, but ** by vir- 
tue of prayer to God.” 

Upon the whole, we must confess, 
that these two articles appear to us, 
plainly to contradict the potion of the 
inseparability of grace in baptism, and 
that, whatever the baptismal service 
may seem to imply, is here qualitied 
and explained in a way which cannot 
consist with this hypothesis. But we 
are ready to stand corrected, when- | 
ever convinced of our error, and, 
with a desire of further information, 
we pass on to the other authorities |) 
which the question supplies. 

We have room for only one extract 
from the homihes. 
Whitsunday, after describing the na- 
ture and fruits of regeneration, pro- 
ceeds, ** Such is the power of the Holy} 
Ghost, to regenerate men, and, as it 
were, to bring them forth anew, so 
that they be nothing like the men they 
were before.’ Here. those that are 
regenerate, are described as being 
* nothing like the men they were 
before.”” Bat can this be said al- 

Ways, or even, generally, of baptiz- 
ed persons? What follows in the 
same homily, appears to us further}! 
to prove, that the opinion of the re- 
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receive the names of 


The homily of), 


FEBRUARY, 


{formers was on the negztive side of 
this question. “ Bat. how shall ] 
| know that the Holy Ghost is within 
ime ? Herein now is that glass, where- 
jin thou mayest behold thyself.” ** If 
‘thou see that thy works be virtuous 
consonant to the presc rapt 
rule of God’s word, savouring and 
| tasting not of the flesh, but of the 
‘spirit, then assure thyself that thou 
jart endued with the Holy Ghost: 
' 





jand good, 


otherwise, in thinking well of thyself, 
thou dost nothing else but deceive 
thyself.” We are not conscious that 
there is any defect in the following 
| reasoning, which we build upon this 
authority : no one can be spiritually 
| regenerate, that is not endued with 
pee Holy Ghost. They, whose works 
are not virtuous and good, &c. ac- 
cording to the homily, are not endu- 
ed with the Holy Ghost. But there 
;are many who are baptized, whose 
| works are not virtuous and good, &c. 
y Sharefore, there are many who are 
baptized, that are not spiritually re- 


| generate. 

| We will now pass on to the illus- 
tration afforded by our reformers and 
idivines.* In our Number for No- 
ivember, we cited the names of more 
‘than forty of the most distinguished 
prelates and divines that have adorn- 
ed the Anglican Church, as contirm- 
ing us ip the views we entertain on 
i this subject. 

| The bishop, in remarking upon 
‘their testimony, thinks thai “ several 
of them had fallen into a loose and 
‘careless way of using the term regen- 
eration.”” Of those who, in his opin- 
ion, held the doctrine of inseparable 
grace in baptism, he quotes Hooker, 
Barrow, Wilson, Beveridge, and the 
Bishop of Gloucester: respecting 
whom, we readily agree in his accom- 
panying observation, that ‘ with 





* We have changed the order of discus 
sion, as proposed ia the last Number, sup- 
| posing it to be more natural, to consider 
| this part of the authority subsequently, and 
‘not as at first proposed, antecedently, te 
,that of the liturgy. 








| 
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those who know them, they will pass 

fora host.”” To the extracts adduced 

from them, we have litle, ifany thing, 

to object. That ** we are christian | 
men in the eye of the church, only by 

new birth, and by that baptism which 

both declareth and maketh us chris- | 
tians,”’ as Hooker declares , and that, 
* there is no other way of being born 
again of water, as well as of the Spirit, 
but onlyin the sacrament of baptism,” | 
as Bishop Wilson says ; we have no- 
difficulty in receiviog. But, does 

this prove that ** we hear nothing in! 
these writers of the thing signitied 

being separated from the sign!" As_ 
proot that they do hold this doctrine, ! 
we respectiully offer to his consider- 
ation, the following extracts trom the 
same writers :— 

* The sacraments contain in them- 
selves, no vital force or etlicacy: they 
are not physical but moral tnstru- 
ments of salvation, duties of service 
and worship, which, unless we per- 
form, as the author of grace requir- 
eth, they are unprofitable, ur all 
receive not the grace of God, which 
receive the sacraments of his grace.” 
Hooker Eccles. Polity, book v. sect. 
57. Again. ** But yet seeing grace ts | 
not absoluiely Wed unto sacraments,” | 
&e. lbid. book v. sect. 60. Ut this is 
not separating the ‘ thing sigmiied 
trom the sign,’ then neither can we 
be charged with holding such an opin- 
ion, for we never meant to go further, 
than to declare that ** all receive not 
the grace of God, who receive the 
sacraments of his grace.”’ 

sishop Beveridge, in his 73d ser- 
mon, endeavours, therein, to prove, , 
that they who * are properly said to 
be born again, are those whose whole 
nature is changed, who partake of the 
divine nature, and according to their 
measure and capacity, are made like 
God himself.” And no part of this 
change does he there refer to bap- 
usm. The same remarks are appli- 


———— 
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and the Bishop of Gloucester.t The 
latter writer, as quoted by the bishop, 
considers the baptismal privileges as 
comprehending ** not only an exter- 
nal admission into the visible church, 
&c. buteven a degree of spimtual aid 
vouchsated, and ready to offer itself” 
fo our acceplince or reyection, at the 
dawn of reason.”’ But, does it fol- 
low that the grace offered is always 
received? On the contrary, if it is 
offered ** to our acceplunce or rejec- 
tion,’ may it not be neglected?) * If 
it were merely the question of a 
term,” says The Christian Observer, 
remarking on this passage, ** no rea- 
sonable objection could be made” to 
the sentiments of the above writer. 

Having now suggested that the 
writers quoted by the bishop, not on- 
ly hold nothing incompatible with our 
opinions, but appear evidently to co- 
incide with us, we proceed to the 
consideration of further authorities, 
of a still more unequivocal nature. 
A confession of faith was drawn up 
and signed by the following Protest- 
ant bishops and martyrs while impri- 


soned in London :—Robert Ferrar, 


Bishop of St. David s ; Rowland ‘Tay- 
lor, John Philpot, John Bradford, 


| Lawrence Saunders, John Hooper, 


Bishop of Worcester and Gloucester; 
Edward Crome, John Rogers, and 
Edmund Lawrence. It is dated the 
8th May, 1554, and has the following 
declaration affixed to it :—** To these 





y things aforesaid, do I, Miles Cover- 


dale, late Bishop of Exeter, consent 
and agree with these mine afflicted 
brethren, being prisoners. Mine own 
hand, Miles Coverdale.” Bishop 
Ferrar was, a3 Bishop Burnet informs 
us, one of the committee nominated 
to compile the liturgy, and who, of 
course, Was acquainted with the true 
import of our doctrines. 





| +See the extracts already made from 


| these writers in the Repertory for Novem- 





eable to Dr. Barrow, Bishop Wilson, 


| ber and January. 
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There is also, another document) nay, I will say, it is the only mark 
handed down to us from these early |, whereby one can discern that het 
times, a code of forty-one articles, lina regenerate condition.’ vel. iy. 


which Bishop Burnet says, ‘* it is | 
more than probable,” were compos- 
ed by Cranmer and Ridley. Both 
these documents plainly mamtata the 
ae parabulity y of grace from baptist.” 
The following is the language of the 
twenty -sixth ar ticle of the latter :— 
‘There are two sa | 


raments, which 


are not bare tokens of our pr fession, 
but eflectual signs of God's good-will 
to us; which strenethen eur tithe, 
yet not by virtue only of ihe wo 

wrought, bat, in those who recetve 


thein worthuly.” 


Bishop Latimer was another of 


those holy martyrs who witnessed his 
confession at the stake. Elis lanwu 
Beware, beware, that ye ditto. 
ish not thits othis C lor, iW Ve do, ve 
decay God's power to them that: be- 
lieve. Christ saith consonant to the 
suine, Livcept G& wan Oo 
he cannot se Lite crngdom of Go sy tle 
And what 


rn array i; 


must have a regeneration. 

is this regeneration? [tis not to be 
christened in water, as those fire- 
brands do expound tt, and nothing 
else. Liow is it to be expounded 
then? St. Peter sheweth that one 
place of scripture ceclareth another. 
tt is the cirreumstance and connexion 
Of scvipture.thai make seripture plain. 
Pet cr. ee be born acai 


How ? not by at mortal seed, but by 


Saith St. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 
i 
j 
! 





an amumertal, Vhat as this immortal 
eh eR Tee 1 79 
geod? a tiie word c, the ivy ing God. 
} ’ 
By the word of G vl pre ‘mached and 


epened, Thi s comein in Our ness 
birth.t”’ 
hal 1\ other 

amount, says, taf winan, to hits baap- 
(ism aad his faith 
corious contormity ts ei laws of God, 
&e. this is the best mark in the world: 


' 
Archbidhas Sharpe, Wone’ 


* We had prepared a large extr act from 
this document, but were obliged to postpone 
its insertion, froim the length of the present | 
artic’e. 


Latimer’s Serm. rol. 1, pace 72. 


“passiges Lo the Sane | 


1 Christ, join at 


/Without any 


serm. 13, p. 300, S01. See also the 
sume sermon, p. 297 and 305. 

The learned Leshe, speaking of 
baptisin, remarks, * If some do re- 
eeive benett by it, and others do not, 
tits miust be « hare ed upon the rec 
pir he according tu the well known 
rule, that whatsoever is received, 1 
to the known dis- 
Thus, the 
2une eatis Capned ute good bonr- 


rect Jigar acc? — 
position of the receiver 
ishment im a healthy, and inte nox- 
ious limmours, in a viuuated state. 


SMO 2 


bis bepusm.”” 


In the letters of ** the ingenious 
and accurate Law,” (he is so called 


by Dr. Mani, ) to Bishop iloadley, 


iare found the tollowing remarks :— 


* As the sacraments may be received 
spiiutual advantage, 80 
persous may be of the church, and 
yet not be saved : and the sacraments 
are not less sacraments, though they 
may not convey the designed benefit 
to ile receiver,’ 

Bishop Cleaver, in his edition of 
Nowell’s catechism, expresses him- 
selt to the sarae efiect, and at the end 
of at introduces, with approbation, 


the sentiments of Voseius, respecting 


‘aments : ** Aj. 


the etl acy ol thie sae; 


uy 4} ET aa aw 
;ichough the sacraments really besiow 


spiritual grace, nevertheless, all who 
use them do not enjoy this grace. but 
only they who have that spirity ral 
nod, by whieh they may receive the 
wep fered blossing. baithis that hand, 
which ou cht alw: avs‘to be distinguish- 
ed from the grace tiseit.’’t 

Pr jeas > White s S ) 

rolessor Wiute, in his Bampton 

lectures, goes further, perhaps, than 

+ 

t Quanquam vero sacramenta prebent 
gre atiam spiritualem, hon tamen quicunque 
sacraientis utuntur bane gratian percipl- 
unt, sed tantum qui habent s) piritualem ma- 
num, qua oblataim possint gratiam recipere. 
Est ea manus fides, yux omnino a pratix 
}ipsa distingui debet. See also Newell’s 
| Catechism. 
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we would, when he observes, ** tie 
(the christian) is, indeed, directed, to 
keep two ordraances ; one 
is the mark of his adiission into the 
faith ; the other, of his 
init: vet, to newher ot 

unconn “ ted W ith moral t conduc { d dCs 


mtruance 
these, When 


the scripture ascribe either digmity 


or use. 


| 
| 
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Spirit tof Christ, he lives in the Spirit, 


i¢ does the work of Gi nl cheertully, 


of waich | vigorously, habit ually,’ &e. 


We have be ‘tore q! ioted Bishop 


‘Burnet: but, as he ts the legitimate 


It ypounder of our 


| ree mika ded ats 


Mr. Heber also, in his Bampton | 


lectures, positively condemos the no- 


tion of the inseparioility of grace 


‘To this we ta ‘nt add quolaltons | 


from the creat Lord Bacon, who, 
“whether in pi Hiloxo} hy or diviaiy, 
is himseif a host.’ Johnson, also, 
who was esteemed a sound Uievlo- 
gian, explains regeneration as being 
wu birth from carnal allectrons tu a 


christian lite.” 
But we dwell not on these author- 


arucles, being 


h, by the house 


cof bishops in this country, we shall 


add one more extract. In his eXxpo- 
siuon ot the 27th article, after shew- 


biog that baptisms more than * the 


recemving us tnto the society of chris- 
tions, and other observations, set- 
forth the digimty of the ordinance, 


bits 


du albotwiick we heartily concur, he 


$? 


ludds, ** But afier all, ais ts not to be 


} 


i** flere, we must confess 
this writer, 


tties, Dr. Hammoud ts recommend- |, 


ed by our House of Bis! hops, asa 
sound commentator, aud ue says, 


* A regenerate man, wad a child of 
God, are allone, and signity bua that 
hives a pious and godly lite, amd con- 


tinues to do so.’ Anotat. Jobn ia. 2. 


Avan, * We know that we are re- | ¥ 


generate christians, by our chal ity to 
other men, wich, be that hath noi, 
is clearly an unregenerate and un- 
christian person.” 1 John, unt. 

Dr. Jeremy Paylor has been quot- 
ed as favouring the opiaion of the in- 
separable union of grace with bap- 
tisin, with how much propriety, will 
be seen by referring to his first ser- 
mon on Whitsunday. Le there 
speaks of those who * have not y et | 
entertained the Spirtt of God ; ihe | 


were Washed in water, butnever bap- | i, 1 


tized with the Spirit, for these tiiuge | 
are spiritually discerned. They 


F 
would think the preacher rade, if he! 


should say, they are not chrivitans 5 || 


as ut Ghee 


believed to be of nalure of a charm, 
ery «cl of bupltsm curred 
wile af an iaward = regeneraution.”” 
,  continuea 
‘that very early, some 
doctrines arose upon bapti Th, that we 
cannot be determined by.’ One of 


these crrors he s stales, as consisting 


+ 


‘tu che belief, * that no man could be 
rsavyed. without baptism,’ 


Avother 


omaion that arose out of the former, 


Was thet mixing the outward and in- 
yard effects of baptism; tt betas r be- 
lieved, that every persua thatwas y eae 
ef tie water, was alse born of t he 
aha und that the rene: ving of the 
I fioly Ghost did alrw: Lys OC OatY pony the 
wast hing of rezeneratt ig Agiin, in 


bis a wiion of the 25th article, he 
posit) * We look "—e all sacrament- 


} 
‘al actions as acce ptable to God, only 


pee ‘eyard to the temper and the 


inward acts of the person to whom 
they are ay ii hed, and cannot cousider 
them as medicines ov charms, which 
work by a viriue of their own, 
Whether the person to whom they 
are applied, co-operates with them 


'or not.’’ 


We come now to the testimony of 


| 
but itis certain the pirat of eae tlest- | ithe venerable Society for promoting 


ation is not yet upon them.” 


conclusion of his sermon, he contrasts i lus quoted, 


At the | le liristian knowledge, which the bishop 


In our lust, we stated, 


the spiritual man with the natural |/that although the principles of Dr. 
one: ** A spiritual inan that is in the |i Mant had lately obtained the qoute of 


state of grace, who ts born anew of | that Soc iety, yet that, for more than 
the Spirit, that is, regenerate by the oa century before, it bad taught a dif- 
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ferent doctrine. Previously to that | 1 
period, the tracts of that Society |) ! 
taught that ‘* since the design of the || 
ministry of the gospel is to make men | 
become new creatures, aft those who ! 
pretend to call themselves christians, } 
ought to endeavour to become new W 
creatures by regeneration, and a con- || 
stant apphcation to holiness.” See | 
Ostevald’s remarks on 2 Cor, vy. and | 
other tracts of the Society. 
As late as 1800, the edition of Nel- \ 
son’s Companion for the Festivals of || 
the church, published under the: 
sanction of that Society, contained | 
the Collect for Christmas-day, with 
this title, “For regeneration.” Index, | 
* Conversion.’ In 1815, the same | 
book was altered, by substituting 
* renovation” for “ regeneration.” {| 
The edition of 1800, contained also | 
* A Prayer for the Conversion of In- 
fidels and Heretics. For conversion | 
from in, see regeneration.” The} 
last words ‘* see regeneration,” were | 
altered in the edition of 1815, into} 
* see renovation.” Again, ** A Pray- 
er for regeneration was altered for } 
renovation.’ A similar alteration is 
also made in the body of the work | 
itself. We do not reter to these al-! | 
terations with a view of discussing | 
the moral honesty of thus ; garbling | 
the text of an author, but to shew} 
that there was a time when the So- 
ciety taught that regeneration might! 


' | 





hey 10 Wee «Dishoy Keinp’s 


windings of that labyrinth. 
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was published by Uns Society. This 
pamphlet was pu! blis hed in the 
Churchman’s Magazine, 
‘ago, with the commendations of 
Bishop Hobart. We have before 
quoted, and bow refer tothe extracts 
then grven.* One division of his 
discourse is intended professedly to 
prove, * that the washing of regen- 
eration may be separated from the 
renewing of the Iloly Ghost.” We 
humbly conceive, there fore, that the 
testimony of thik vene wible 3 
is in favour of the views we enter- 
| tain of baptism. [tis true, that very 
recently the complexion of the pub- 
lishing committee has been changed 
in favour of Dr. Mant’s tracts ; but as 


a few years 


' oe iety 


|| fir as we are acquainted with the 


tracts published during the preced- 
ing century, by the socrety, they are 
directly at varrance with its modern 
principle S. 

With respect to the authority of the 
primitive fathers, we have not the 
time, if the ability, to pursue the 
For the 
cake of plamm men like ourselves, we 
indulge the hope, that the elicitment 
of no important truth, depends on the 

capacity of men to draw it from this 
deep well. We are ready to admit, 
that the fathers spoke of baptized 
persons as regenerated : and that they 
applied very strong language to the 
sacrament of baptism, as W all justly 








take place before or after baptism. | 


That such a man as Nelson maintain- H 


ed this doctrine, 


ty were anxious to remove, but which | 
could be done only by making these ! 
alterations. But the Soctety had been 
still more explicit, and avowed, in the 
views it entertained on the direct} 
subject of baptism and regeneration. 
‘* In order +o settle the minds of men | 
upon Uuis controverted subject,” 
the pref face to the work ve seal 
(w hich prefac e is, however, omitted 
in the eighth edition, published in 


1$1o.) Bishop bradiord’s sani 


i 





was an obstacle || those 
which the then majority of the Socte- ‘baptism, 


shows. 

In the first ages of christianity, 
who offered themselves for 
were truly penitent, and 
cenverted persons. ‘The public pro- 
fession of the christran religion, at 
that period, as it exposed its votary 
to persecution and death, could be 
accounted for only upon the supposi- 
tion of his possessing a spirit which 
was not of this workd. Besides, the 
candidates were obliged to go through 
a long course of discipline and proba- 
tion, and thus, such security was ob- 
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tain that the person baptized, Wis, 
really and spirttaally regenerate. | 
Under these circumstances itis not | 
inatter of wonder, that aspecial grace | 
and blessing sheuld accompany this | 
divinely instituted act, as Cyprian as- | 
sures us was the case at his baptisin. 
Nor is it more surprising, when the | 
greater part of the converts were | 

‘ 


*| 


adults, and gave such unequivocal 

evidence of their sincerity, repent- | 
ance, and.ebedience, that, by ame-, 
tonvmical materchange of terms, the 

sign itselt should receive the name | 
ef the thing signefied. 

Dr. Doddridge admits, that from 
about the middle of the second cen- 
tury, the fathers frequently, though 
not without mi: imy excepttons, € onsid- 
ered bapits smand regeneration as syn- 
onymous. And itis perhaps, not to 
he doubted, that some, though very 
few, used the term in the sense now 
adopted by Dr. Mant and lis friends, | 
But the authority of these ts vitiated ) 
by the very consistency of their prin- } 
« _ s which led them to ascribe the | 

sane etticacy to both sacraments, and | 
consequently, to give the Lord’ s Sup- 
per, as well as baptism, to infants. | 
It becomes us, cert unly , to be ex-}} 
tremely ditideat upon asubjeet winch | 
it cannot be supposed, we have ever 1 
had leisure to explore fully. But, sup- | 
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<ained. as to render it morally cer-; sent, with a few taken from Bishop 
4 Ue. « . ’ 
Jewel, Wall, and Dupin. 


* St Augustine saith, whoso re 
ceaveth baptism vaworthily, recety- 
eth bis judgment, and not his health.” 


Likewise, ot. bikerome sauh, @ 1 


my manhath received only the bodily 
washing of water, that is outward, 


| thatus outwardly seen wath the eve, 


he hath not put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”’ 

Tertullian, in his Book ef Penance 
says, * Louw mity tunpose upon the 


Ininister, and so procure baptism by 


false pretences ; bul God, whe kuows 
the heart, keeps his own treasure 


i himself, and does not grant his grace, 
but only to those who are worthy ef 


it.’ Dupin, vol. t. p. od. 

Optatus, who speaks im the most 
khyperbelical language, ot the etheac y 
of baptism, as Dupin says, * endeay- 
ours to prove, that the fiath of him 
that receives baptism ts necessary to 
the validity of this sacrament, which 
must be understood of adult persons 
only.” Dupin, vol. ne p. 9 

S.C yril frequently speaks of by ap- 
tized persons us regenerate; oyit as 
shown by Dupin, to believe, that re- 
generation may take place before or 
after baptism: Dupin, vol. tt. pe boa, 
—— Wlarly as re lerring 1 to his corm- 


ment on Ac ts, x. ‘The liver of 


regeneration is cominon to all; but 


vorted as we are by those who have | | the oe ice itself is pot common to 


fad both the leisure and ability to all.” 


investigate this subject, we acknow- | 
ledge ourselves inclined to the opin- 
lon of an esteemed writer, who, 
nig: of the fathers of the purest | 
ages, says, ** SO fur were they frome! | 
supposing a necess: ry connexion be- || 
tween the sign and the thing siguitied, |; 
between the baptismal and the spirit- jj 
ual washing, that they declared the | | 
waters to be utterly ineflectu: u with- 
out faith in the recipient.” We |) 
could here give many extracts, but| 
rpust satisty ourselves, for the pre -| 





; 
- iy 


° Milaer, Cent. yi. ¢. 7. } 


Augustine. 
‘Grace sometimes precedes, some- 


times follows, and sometimes does not 


toliow, the sacrament.” Z'eodoret. 
We shall conclude our observa- 


lions on the fathers, in the words of 


ihe able and estecmed writer, wir 
we have quated above :-—* I it be 
true, that the ancient fathers fre- 
quently used the figure metony ny, 

as Bishop Jewel observes » putting 
the outward sign instead of the thing 
signitied, itis not diiicult to ace ounl 
jov dhe * vehement and great words.’ 


* Jewel's Defence, part ii. 
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which they so generally adopted in 
speaking of the sacraments. If it be 
further true, that with 
adults, they considered the external 
rite as destitute of spiritual benetit. 
unless accompanied by a right di-- 
position of the mind in the ree iprent ; 
it seems to follow of course, that the 
authority of the ancients not 
warrant that use of the term, 
eration, which has recentiy 
maintained. It is evident, as Milner 
has informed us, that they su'y-titat- 
ed the word too generally tor bap- 
tiem ; [upon the principle, however, 
of metonymy;] they did not common- 
ly wait to explain and define : but the 
theory, which makes he cigprideyety 
and baptism so inseparable, that Si- 
mon Magus must pass for a resener- 
ate person, for aman purit ified from 
all his sins, sanctified by the Eloly 
Spirtt, &e. betore he sinned away 
the race given tn baptism, is not the 
creed of the ancrents.’** 

We come now to the 
afford on 


does 
recen- 
heen 


evidence whie 
this subiect.— 


** there 
whi h 


the seri 
The 


is not a single passage 


prures 
bishop is of opinion that 

In sé riptur P 
new birt, 
with baptism,” In 
our last Number we cited several places 
where this figure is 
ed to usto have no connexton with baptism. 
Our limits will allow 
tional quotations. 

him, to thei ¢ 


r 


ipples the ficure of a which 


is not connected 


used, and which seenm- 
addi 


us Ooniv a few 


* As inany as received 


ave he power to become the 
as belve Ve on his 


not «at 


sons of God, even as many 


name, Which were born, blood, nor 


of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. John, i, 11—1338. © Which, 
according to his abundant inercy, bath be- 


rotten us again to @ lively hope, by the re- 
surrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.’ 
1 Peter, i. 3. * Being born again, not oi 
corruptible seed, but ef incorruptible, by 
the word of God which liveth for ever.’ 
1 Peter, i. 23. There appears to be no 
mention made here of baptism, even as an 
instrument of the new birth But let us 
proceed upon the supposition that this fig- 
ure is always connected with baptism, and 
fee how such passages will read, 
one that loveth is daplized, 
God,{ and knoweth God,’ 
every one that doeth righteousness is bup 
It would seem to us 


“* Every 


* Christian Obeerver, vol. 15, p. 662. 


respect to | 


[born of 
*Ve know that} 


Leview eeeeBichop hemp 





ie 


I 


| 
| sed by 
he 


f bec 
i 
\) truth 
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that these, and many other texts, implying 
the beure of a new birth, cannnt be connect- 
ed with baptism, without destroying both 
the figure and the sence. Admitting, that 


“they who were enid to be horn 


eaut baptized 


of Goa, 


” which, 


how- 
fact that 
Ghost belore 

47.) vet 
Were they 
being baptized ? 


christians: 


ever, seems to b 


oppased by the 
many had reeeived the Holy 
tized, (See Act 


questi 


they were ba; 
still the 
boru of God by the act of 
‘To assert this 


mam nr mMaAamns, 


as evi 
very point at issue, 

‘The word, regeneration, occurs but twice 
in Our translotion of the New 
(Matt. xix. 23: ‘Vitus, aii. 5.) 
fimure itself, and the ¢ 


Testament, 

But the 
1 to be 
pe ated 


hange intendes 


exiibiied therebv, itis Known, is rey 


under a variety of syvonymes: 
’ 


born of Gos Sand be 


. 


* Bei mg 
zotten again,’ &c. 
are terms admitted te be 
We 
given of the te 


equivalent to it, 
and to each other. ite here the 
Whitby. He 


is recommended by the Amenenn House ot 


| 
Wii (pit 


definition rin by 


Bishops, to our theological students, and is 
tore selected by us 


ed authority — 


ere as being of acknow- 


be phrase 
the Jews concerning their 
(they having been said to 
be recentes nok, new born babes, and 
orn in hol Ilopx 
Yeyns 39 
ai Aeveas. Strom... v. p. 552. 
word translates the metaphor 
‘from them to his disciples, renewed 
itfie r the re of God, 


eae 
sancoyied 


'Phis rereneration being t 
proselytes, 
ness: 


> ” 
TOS pe ¢po 


- 0. 
To xx0xuE xKs Goiusxe 
, 


~Piy 


LEE wm true holi- 


tess, and throurchout in ceil 

Now, here is such 
an intrinsic chance inthewhole spirit, 
thodv, and the whele tenor 
of this man’s fe, for the that 
he may be said to be born again who 
ix thus changed into another man.” 
. * And. seeing it ts by the oper- 
tion of the bh I) Spirit, that ‘thie 


‘change is wrought withip us, it fiily 


actin : 
waileO'! rei ree tan 


ieir 


soul, : ang 


better, 


so 
vv ( 


Ps . _ 

os expressed by being born of the 
| . 

| Spirit. Seeing, Jastly, we are thus 
horn, not of apace seed, Init of 
} 


incorruptible, 7. e. by the word of the 
hving God. wha, “of his own will, hath 
again by the word of 
. therefore, we are as fitly said 
to be born of God ” . 

We have here the 


tien Us 


2uthority and the rea- 
sons of Whithy, for the that the 

sure of the new birth is not necessarily 
asasontone With baptism. He who is born 


oOpinton, 
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acain, is described by bim as having expe- | foregoing 


as change im his 


nenced such an intrinsic 
whole spirit, soul, an i bodv, and the whole | 
tenor of bis life, that he becomes another 


” is cannot possibly be said of 


tizyed 


Bot t 
all persons ake are baj 


rman. 
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It has, indeed, been said, that “ the ac- 
tual state of baptized persons, proves noth- 
ng: that they may have had a pew nature 
bestowed upon them at baptism, and have 
forteited and lost that bew nature.” bat, 
certainly, it appears to us a reasonable pre- 
sumption, that, H such a chan as that 
v hich is exhibited in all those passages of 
scripture which amply the figure of a new 
birth, takes place upon all who are baptiz- 
ed, the fact must be matter of perception | 
to the individual himself, or, by its effects, 
of manttest observation to O1lers. Wel 
shall not pursue this point of eur raquiry I. 
further, than to add the following observa- 
tions of an author whom we are ever ce “ 


ons of honouring: promisin ry however, eh it 


we do not mean to apply the 

ing: part to the present occasion ** Does || 

the child, (we put the question solemnly, |; Unat 
and without any feeling of levity, on so ime |) 
portant a subject.) yust emerging fom the |) 
baptismal tont, evidence any decay of sel-| 
fishness, any fresh budding of holy nile 
amiable qualities, any rising of the * sap 

virtue,’ any expansion of the ower?’ Can| 


blet 


accession Ol new 


the most tender mother, note on the ta 


of her ready memory, any 


and holy qualities in her newly baptized 
child ¢ Has she pot still to contend with 
the same selfish, wayward, eapricious feel- 
ings,as before? The fact is against the 





bypothesis: all reasonable presumption is 

gainst it: scripture has not yet been prov- 
ed to be in its favour: if, therefore, it is to 
stand at all, it must stand on the apse dixil 
of a few zealous whose | 
zeal is no certain argument of the truth of 
7 


controversialists, 


their positions. 


i 


fl 


| 
' 


} 


fi; nectea 


| jects, 


, of it, 
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~ 


cousiderttions. We hav? seen 


thatthe od British divines, and the Society 
for promoting christian knowledge, prior to 
, the present century, did not restrict the 
term to this exclus ve use, but spoke of per- 
sons as regenerate | atter baptism, and, in- 
deed, then only regenerated, when they had 
i} brought forth the fruits of righteousness, 
With respect to this use which these ereat 
men made of the term, it is said, ** they 
were often told that ther preaching was 
clearly at variance with the Tturey, iad 
that “ they began to percoive that evils of 
great magnitude were growing Out at this 
practice.” Lut we would humbly miquare, 
Whether these illustrious men required to be 
told that their preaching was thus clearly at 
; Varntnce with the liturgy ; and w hy, it they 


began to perceive that these evils arose out 
toey still persisted in the 
fod did, 


faey understand 


practice, as 
iatest works 
the 
Nei- 


we 
Dic 


Chorch, or were they 


froin then 
the 
faithless guides 


taney 


do trines of 


esmcheda ll ther of these alternatives, we presume, will 


he adopted, 


thes 


ng We not fairly inter then, 
vrote, deliberately, there real 
sentiments; and thi it, as far as their autho-, 
rity goes, the terms of theology adopted by 
them were expedient and proper? 

But there are further considerations con- 
With the question of phraseology. 
ithas how become a question on the nature 


} 
lof that great change which fits us for hea- 


ven. In stating the case, so asto do justice 
to both siies, we feel somewhat embarrass- 
ed by the diverse representations of that 
chauge, as given by those who are the ad 
vecates of the age. ghest notions of the eflicac Vv 
of baptism, “ Whilst we maintain,” says 
Dr. Mant, the regenerating emicacy ot 
baptism, to those who die before they com- 
mit actual sin, we consider none who have 
arrived at maturity, and are 
are, m0 


ae 


snb- 
such @ sense, christians, as 
}that they will obtain happine ss and peace, 


capable 


We have vow investigated this subject, ie cept those who are jiufluenced by chai 


as proposed, 
the hownilies, and divines of the ehuieh, an 
19 the sacred scriptures; and, we 
strained to confess, that the result is a deep 


by an appeal to tl 


and iecreased conviction of the correctness!) ably object. 


and which we cannot better express than 


before quoted : 


! 
of the sentiment with which we first set outs | 
j 
: } 
in the words of Hooker, as { 


** Grace is not absolutely tied to the sacra- r in our humble opimon, is at variance 


ments. All receive not the grace of God, }, 
which receive the sacraments of his grace. ™T | 
The question, whether it is expedient and | 


proper to apply the term regeneration exclu-| fore 
sively to baptism, is partly involved in the |) baptisin ‘they are prepared for heaven. fF it 


* Christian Observer, vol. 16, p. 309. 
+ Eccles. Polit. Book v. Sect. 39—tv. 


are con- 1 


| that our objection lies, as 


' 


r liturgy, | ;tiau principles, and exhibit a cheistian con- 


duet; who are penitent believers, and habi- 
tual observers of God's laws.” To the lat- 
ter part of this sentence no one ean reason- 
It to the 
ained in the 


Is main priveiple 
which is cont beginning of tt, 


laying the foun. 
dation of a whole Ss) Which, 
with 
the scripture,and the docirines of the ehureh. 


stem of cocty mie, 


The regenerating eficacy of baptism ts 
| hese declared to avail to those who die bee 
they commit actual sim. That is, by 


’ 


it is admitted, that a renovation must be 
| effected in the soul of inan, betore be is pre- 


pared for heaven. Thereioxe > 


hy baptioan, 












ei. 
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such a renovation in the soul of man is ef- 
fected, asto prepare hin: forheaven. Truly, 
as the Lishop observes, thisis a ** monstrous 
doctrine? but we cannet see how Dr. 
Mant’s prenises can be delivered trom it, 
It is truc, indeed, he limits this reeenerat- 
ing efficacy, to those who die Letore they 
comunt actual sin: But, if such an efficacy 
@S this is inherent in baptism, it Is certain. 
ly easy, and, a 
Wise, to postpone this ordinance, as Con- 
Stantine did, to our last moments, when, 
upon this principle, i would be a safe rra- 
ficum to the kinedoin of beaven, 


it would seem to us, most 
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| Bishop Hopkins, ** to persuade men against 
| the prejudices of their cormupt hearts) This 
great cliange, say they, is more than needs, 
Regeneration begins now to be descried by 
as great masters in Israel, as ever Nicode- 
mus was. Many understand not to what 
end the fabric of human nature should Le 
demolished, and men, as it were, turned 
out of themselves. They think, if iey are 
but baptized, that a sober, religious lile, 
keeping from gioss actual! sins, ts suiticient 








' 


i 


But waiving this influence of the doctrine, 
it appears to us as an inevitable conse-}{ there is of being born again; that se, wheu 


° ‘ at 
qqpuence, that low and macequate NOollIoONns O41 


! 


the rusived state of man, and of the necesst- 
ty of au entire now creation in Chrivt, will 
be entertained, im proportion as the former 
is supposed to have been cured, and the 
latter to have been effected, by baptism. 
We perceive the effect of such a beliet on 
the whole tystem of Dr. Mant’s doctrines. 
Ju his tract on conversion, he says, ** We 
are not told in sevipture to divide our hear- 
ers, boing believers in christianity, In come 
mon, into the classes of converted aud un- 
converted ?? “that among men baptized as 
christians, taught from their infancy to be- 
fieve the doctrines, and practise the duties 
O1 cliistianity, a special conversion also, at 
some period of their lite, is necessary to 
stuinp them christians, is an uuleard-of 
and is plainly a novel 
Again, he says, that 
who, not oly do wot need 
auy conversion, Lut Who ‘* lave so preserv- 
ed the blameless tenor of their way, have 
preserved that childiike simplicity of char- 
acter, and that childlike inuocence of con- 


thing in the gospel, 
Austilmtion of man.’ 


there are sann 


duct, that their angeis may not blush to be- 
hoid the face of their heavenly Father.” 
It is not our intention here to evter upon 
the examination of these sentunents. We 
shall satisfy ourselves with releriing the 
question of their theological s®undness, to 
the scripture which teaches us, that * un- 
less we be converted, and become as little 
children, we shall, in no case, enter into 
the kingdom heaven;’ and that ‘* if any 
man say he has uo sin, (which we sup- 
pose he may say, if his angel need not 
blush,) the truth as not in him.’ 
humbly conceive, that no doctrine can be 
more agreeable to worldly, and yein, and 


=: 


(for the obtaiuing of heaven, withoul those 
hard and inexplicable notious of segenera- 

tion. AU shall, therefore, endeavour tu con- 
‘ 


ivince you of the indispensable necessity 


you are persuaded of jt, you may give no rest 
| to yourselves, mor unto God, ull he cause 
his Spuvt, which is that wind that Liow- 
eth where it listeth, to breathe gpiritual lite 
ito you, without which, itis rmpossible that 
you should inherit eteraal hie.’ 

We will readily acknowledge, bowever, 
that the investigation of this subjecthas had 
the efect of reminding us that there is a de- 
plorable tendency in the practice of Uie pie 
sent age, to lower ibe diguity and emcucy 
of the sacramenugs. Whether we consider 
' baptism as of divine institution, aad there- 
lore, generally, necessary to salvation; or, 
las conveying lo as, by virtue of that insti- 
itution, a covenanted relation to God and 
[his church, and by which we are grafted on 
ithe visible body of Christ; oO, as otimate- 
ly comnected with the religious instruction 
and education oi children,—in all these 
views we esteem it as of awiul and inrper- 





ed ouly as auxiharies to it. 


| 


| ious obligation, and as demanding our most 
| taithfel aod reverent observance. And, we 
should esteem ourselves bappy, i we could 
succeed im raistug the tone of public senuti- 
ment upon this important subieet. But we 


| 
{! 
i! 

i would carefully guard against boti ex- 
| 


‘tremes. ‘The Jewish aod homan churches 
| afford illustrations of the 
: ; 

; propensity of the human character to 


melancholy 


;subsiitute the sign fer the thing signilied, 


| ternal things which were originally intend- 
Whilst, there 
j fore, we would disciaim those notions which 


| 
| 
| aud to make religion to Consist i those ex- 
| 


|, are insinuated againstus, and which would 
| associate us with those who have thrown off 


We co 


ihe use of the baptismal service; whilst we 
would maintain the true dignity and value 
of the ordinance, and attirm of it, that the 


self-righteous men, or more likely to lull |) proper participation of it may always be ex- 


hem into that fatal ease against which we 
are so solemnly warned tn scripture, than 


| . : . . 
| pected to involve in it some special bless- 


ing j;—we would, also, on. the other hand, 


that which teaches them that the great work || avoid that popish doctrine, for the revuu- 
is done already in baptism, and they have | ciation and refutation of which our fore- 


only now to lead harnmiess, inofiensive, lives, | 


and not forfeit the baptismal grace, by any 
goss sins. * Very dificult it is,” says 





fathers bled aud died; which, by the mere 
j acts and without any qualification, renders 
rthe sacra@iments the physical organs of graces 
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We woul’, in short, preserve the analogy || we sincerely ¢ nat, and ask nardon. 
; 
of the two sacraments, and forbear to as- i) We ve tea . as we bel » to 
sert of one what all admit, cannot be as- i seek The truth Ww lice and passion, 
erted of the other. . Ee ae © ¢ ‘“ miety OL Our 
With respect to the evils which are said} no , . . mates 


oc hae eel suatofthe views entertain Most ’ ' t iv be fouad 
by the British divines, nan. the depre- tat mei whieh is des- 
ciation of the ordinance i , the negiect It ' ( iW r, as tt est 
of the religious education of micren. as , Ca boa vel 8 Te 

the opimion, that the mo wicked your i es, i ttion of <e 
persons were, the bette: : These w ' rts, w bik 
for 2 pew rth: we perecive po jy vor am fi caese ¢ emmy r if net pe le, 
fact, nor in tue reason ang pit ob Utes, yy wa ' } v! ontroe 
ef the existence of such evils as e Wobitg i th Wit ati ware of y dan. 
out of thea slectrinces. Tt we we called |) yer, we 4\ 1 iow of the 
upon to soention the cause which has ox tiHreal Vy tat im ‘ ’ ( morture Is 
contributed to hring the ordinance imto ton tit not, at least, possi: that "\ felt more 
esteem, we would name the practice which} deeply ou fepravitv, a1 timated more 
has so generally obtained, of seculaciaig |} highly, the work of the Holy Ghostin ehane- 
i, as Wwere, vy th perfunctory perlorime it the weart, we muvit be move successful ? 
ance of it ia private houses, where itis of- \ Would uot a new disposition and frame of 
ten mace tne prok gue, Or 1 ‘terk le, to a ii soul, Pto the ttom of the ca VV ould it 
scene of convivialitvy and trivolitv. It is i} not s: poly toe very thing which is wantine? 


not matter of wend 


of the inost august rites of our holy religwn, 
thus rendered assocrable with, aud even a 
party to, the etimost excess of worldly poy 
and vanity, and unhallowed muth; that 
this would form one oi the e@uses which 
would lead thein to consider it * 


eeremony, which could do,” i, at least, no 
s 
harm, vet certainly ** no goo.” 


merely a 


In concluding these already too far pro-' 
’ ' 


tracted observations, we loave to 4 re 
our Right Reverend correspondent, rat, 
whatever difference of opinion may exist 


ards him, ‘all those respectful sentiments 


which are due to his office and character. ! 


If we have inadverteotly indulged to an ex- 
pression, Which would imply the contrary, 


vw, When people see one 


between us, we cease not to entertaim tow-| 


Do not creat and controuling principles go- 
vern the humana mind And, 18 it not most 


itikely, that a master- prive within, a new 


yf priucipie Ot tie and holiness, would lead te 


> 


j the very success we now want? And, may 
) It nat be our wisest course to ont smaller 
iatiers of dispute , at least, till the govern- 
dee troths of the gospel bave more entire) 
i! , ; = . ! ' rr te 
| tilled tbs ) 9 Gi, Pte sup pucationy 
We OAVE tMjinores, Wall preater earneste 
ne blessed Sprit 


Pot God A , fre we not most likely to are 


+? 


‘ Phe in mation ot 


’ 
hive at the grand and substantial principle, 
? 
wieat question under 


realy sievoi Ct ban Ulie 
pstta and practical method, 
rig a ietter which confes 'y depends gore 
jon the state of the heat, than on the colé 
 decuctions of abstract reasoning?) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


BOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


Fourth Annual Meeting of the American Coloniza 
trom Suceety 


On Thursday evening, the 18th of 
January. 1821, the Fourth Annual 
Meeting of the American Colonize- 


tion Society, was held at Dr. Laurie’ 
church, in the City of Washington. 


The Hon. Bushrod Washington, 
being detained away by indisposition, 
the Hon. Henry Clay, ene of the 


Vice-Presidents, was called to the: 
chair; on the taking of which, be 
inade an appropriate | 
¢ipally urging persevering efforts in 


ni 


address, prin) 


the prosecution of the original ob- 
‘jects of the Society, and obviating the 
olycetions which bave been made 
agaimst its success, trom the occure 
reuces Of the past year ; and justly 
concliding that, whilst there was 
tineh Lo animate the members to per- 
severance, there was nothing te 
create despondeney or alarm. 
The Annual Report of the Board 
of Managers, was then read hy the 


. 


re ¢ a 
TOC TetaT Ys 


ihe tollowing resolutions were 


* *. z ae . ‘ ; 
Wilson’s Sermon on Revenerntiom 























+ oy. 





994 Religious Inteliigeuce..-.Vomestic Summary. Ppepnuary, 1821, 


~ 











moved and adopted, accompamed by 
appropriate remarks from the Hon. 
Daniel P. Cook, the Hon. C. F. Mer- 
cer, Walter Jones, Esq. and Francis | year.* —--- 
S. Key, Esq.—setting forth the great * The brig Nautilus, Capt. Blair, 
advantages which the measures of ihe | chartered at Norfolk by the Govern- 
Society promised to this country, and inent, to convey the agents, and a 
to Africa; particularly, its import- | number of new members to join the 
ance in aiding the friends of human-|) colony at Sherbro, on the African 
ity im putting an end to the slave- | coast, got under ways on the morn- 
trade. | ing of the 22d January, and went 
Resolved, That the thanks of this |! down to Hampton roads. ‘he agents 
meeting be given to the Board of | and colonists went down in the pilot- 
Managers, for the zeal and ability || boat, about 2 o'clock. They were 
with which they have conducted the | attended to the boat by the clergy, a 
concerns of the Society ; and that the |} number of respectable citizens, and 
Report now read, may be received) many others who were attracted by 
and adopted, and that it be published | curiosity, to witness the departure ot 
under the direction of the Board. + |) this worthy little band. ‘The part- 
That, while the Society laments \| ing scene, ‘after the b lessing of heav- 
the calamities which have befallen it len had been invoked on them, was 
during the past year, it does not des truly aflecung, and called torth the 
pair of that success, the hope of sympathy of all present.” 


That the Officers of the Society 
appointed at the last annual meeting, 
be continued during the ensuing 





which led to its organization, and | —— 
which, from its moral and political | General Episcopal Seminary. 
importance, is so desirable. | ‘Onthe evening of the 2nd of Jan- 


That, with mournful regret for the | uary, a meeting was convened by the 
untimely death, the Society entertain | Trastees of the Seminary belonging 
a high Tespect for the memory, of| to Pennsylvania, in Phil ude ‘Iphia, tor 
the Key. Samuel Bacon and John P. | the purpose of devising the best 
Bankson, agents of the United St: ites, | | means for carrying ito eflect, the 
and of Samuel A. Crozer, agent of the| views of the General Convention, re- 
Society. | lating to the object. Upwards of 50 

That, the thanks of this meeting), 1 of the principal Episcopalians attend- 
be given to Captain Edward Tre ech- | Jed. Bishop White o ae ned the meet- 
ard, and Captain Alexander S., Wads- i ing, by an address on the subject, and 
worth, and to the officers and crews | was followed at some length, by Mr. 
of the United States’ armed ships, | Reed. After some discussion, it was 
Cyane and John Adams, for the aid, unanimously resolved to choose 
advice, and succour, which they | |‘ twelve laymen, who, in conjunction 
have e giv en to the agents and pe ople | with the Pennsylvania Trustees, 
sent to form a settlement on the west should constitute a board of agents. 
coast of Africa. They are to divide themselves into 

That, the thanks of the Socie- | committees, to collect subscriptions, 
ty be presented to Captain Randall, | and appoint committees for the same 
of Cape Shilling, for his hospitality | purpose, oe the State. The 
in receiving into. hin house the late} Rev. Mr. Carter, of Trenton, has 
Rey. Samuel Bacon, and his kind at- | commenced a mission into the States 
tention to him during his sickness | of Maryland and Virginia, for promot- 
and death. ing the same object.” 

That the thanks of this meeting be | 
given to the Auxiliary Societies, for pea 
the continuance of their support inj) ERRATUM —Page 162, Note, line 16 from the 
aiding the funds of the Society, and pot. dele * which,’’ and insert ['’] after * action.” 











* The Report will be given in our next. 
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